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Abstract 

The present study, entitled “Portfolio-Based Learning for the Development of 

Responsibility and Independence among Sixth-Grade Students,” is based on the Design-Based 

Research methodology. The study aimed to design, implement, and evaluate educational 

interventions in order to examine the effectiveness of portfolio-based learning in fostering 

responsibility and independence among sixth-grade students. The research was conducted with 

sixth-grade students at Or Avner and Hanna School. 

The theoretical framework of the study is grounded in Paul Pintrich’s Self-Regulated 

Learning Model, which emphasizes students’ active involvement in planning, monitoring, and 

evaluating their own learning processes. 

To promote the development of responsibility and independence among sixth-grade 

students, the learning strategy of portfolio use was introduced in the classroom. The portfolio 

provided students with opportunities to systematically collect their work, evaluate their 

achievements, and engage in reflection. The intervention was based on Pintrich’s Self-Regulated 

Learning Model and supported the development of metacognitive skills, including planning, 

monitoring, and self-evaluation. 

During both the diagnostic phase and the evaluation of the intervention, the following 

research instruments were employed: classroom observation, a self-assessment questionnaire, 

interviews with the teacher, parents, and students, as well as portfolio analysis. 
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The findings revealed that portfolio-based learning contributes to the development of 

students’ responsibility and independence, strengthens self-assessment skills, enhances awareness 

of the learning process, and encourages a greater sense of responsibility toward academic tasks. 

The results confirm that the portfolio is an effective educational tool for fostering 

responsibility and independence among students. 

Keywords: Design-Based Research, portfolio, metacognition, responsibility and 

independence, primary education, self-regulated learning. 


