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Abstract

The presented work investigates the role and impact of board games on the
development of collaborative skills among third-grade students. The main objective of the
study is to examine how purposefully integrated game-based activities in the educational
process influence the formation of social-emotional competencies, thereby addressing the
existing practical gap in the Georgian educational context. The theoretical framework is based
on Lev Vygotsky’s sociocultural theory and the principles of social constructivism, according
to which learning originates in social interactions and is mediated through cultural tools,

including play.

The study was conducted using the Design-Based Research methodology, which
involves identifying problems in a real educational environment, planning interventions, and
continuously refining them. Qualitative research methods were employed for data collection,
including focused and background observations of students’ behavior, semi-structured
interviews with teachers, and case analysis. As an intervention tool, the Georgian cooperative
board game “The Adventures of Orora's Cave” was adapted and used to encourage students’

emotional engagement and teamwork.

At the diagnostic stage of the study, it was found that, despite their willingness to help
one another, students experienced difficulties in fairly distributing group roles, focusing on
common goals, and managing conflicts constructively. Egocentrism and a low level of self-
regulation, which are characteristic of this age, significantly hindered collaboration. As a result
of the intervention, it was revealed that board games create a highly motivating and
psychologically safe environment in which students acquire social skills without academic
pressure. The findings confirm that structured play is an effective pedagogical tool for
practicing the basic elements of collaborative behavior (listening, joint decision-making, and

emotional support).



Keywords: collaborative skills, primary education, board games, game-based learning, social-

emotional development.



