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Abstract

The aim of the present master’s thesis is to study the development of cultural diversity
perception, acceptance of differences, and empathy among third-grade students through a
fairy tale-based educational intervention. The research was conducted based on the design
research methodology, which includes problem identification, intervention planning,
implementation, and evaluation of results.

At the diagnostic stage, the following instruments were used to examine students’
knowledge, skills, and attitudes toward diversity: discussion, analysis of visual materials, and
written-creative tasks. The results revealed that students mainly associated differences with
visual characteristics, while their understanding of the concept of culture was rather
superficial. Nevertheless, initial positive foundations of empathy and tolerance were
identified.

Based on the analysis of the diagnostic stage, the planned intervention included fairy
tales from different cultures, visual materials, discussions, and creative activities. The teaching
process encouraged students’ active engagement and gradually broadened their understanding

of cultural diversity and the importance of differences.



The analysis of the intervention results showed that students significantly strengthened
their positive attitudes toward differences, empathy, and social cooperation skills. Students
began to perceive diversity as a valuable and interesting phenomenon and associated it with
cultural and social contexts.

The findings of the study confirm that fairy tale-based teaching is an effective approach
for developing an understanding of cultural diversity and fostering tolerant attitudes at the

primary education level.

Keywords: cultural diversity, acceptance of differences, empathy, tolerance, fairy
tale-based teaching, primary education, educational intervention, social skills,

design research.

Vi



