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Abstract

The bureaucratic logic and communicative vacuum within the modern university
environment often reduce students to passive actors. This reality hinders the university's ability
to create academic narratives and fully realize its "third mission." The purpose of this master's
thesis is to examine the barriers to student agency, using the School of Education at Ilia State
University as a case study, and to explore mechanisms for repositioning the student from a passive

actor to a co-creator.

The theoretical framework of the research integrates three primary concepts: Patricia
Thornton's "Institutional Logics," Victor Vroom's "Expectancy Theory," and Gert Biesta's concept
of "Subjectification.”" Additionally, Clair Vickery's "Time Poverty" and the phenomenon of
"Learned Helplessness" serve as supporting conceptual elements. The study employs an Action
Research design. Data was collected through qualitative research methods—specifically, in-depth
interviews and focus groups—involving students, academic personnel, education experts, and

randomly selected members of the general public.

Empirical data analysis revealed that the suppression of student initiatives is driven by a
lack of support mechanisms and the prevalence of bureaucratic barriers. The clash between
bureaucratic and academic logics, compounded by time poverty, obstructs the process of
knowledge co-creation. The findings confirm that the introduction of informal platforms is

essential to overcoming academic nihilism.

Consequently, this research developed the "Academic Tea" model—an informal space
designed to address the challenges of student "time poverty" and academic nihilism. This approach
translates student initiatives into tangible outcomes and integrates the completed work into

academic credits, thereby establishing a concrete mechanism for institutional support.



Keywords: Institutional Logics, Expectancy Theory, Academic Agency, Academic Nihilism,

Knowledge Co-creation, Subjectification.
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