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Abstract

This master's thesis explores the significance of game-based learning in developing
order competence among primary school students. In this study, order competence is
understood as a component of civic competence and includes understanding and following
rules, sharing responsibility, respecting others, and contributing to a cooperative learning
environment. One of the major challenges in contemporary school environments is creating
learning conditions that support students' understanding of rules and norms, awareness of the
importance of following them, development of responsible behavior, and cultivation of a
culture of cooperation. Although the National Curriculum emphasizes students' civic and
social development, practical experience often reveals difficulties related to maintaining order,
sharing responsibility within groups, listening to others, and resolving conflicts constructively.
Accordingly, the purpose of this study is to assess the impact of interventions based on games,
simulations, and collaborative activities on the development of order competence among
fourth-grade students.

The study employs a Design-Based Research (DBR) methodology. Data were collected
using both qualitative and quantitative methods, including observation, questionnaires, semi-
structured interviews, and written reflections. Analysis of the initial data revealed that some
students perceived rules primarily as restrictions and demonstrated limited understanding of
their role in promoting collective well-being, fairness, and a safe learning environment.
Difficulties were also identified in following agreed-upon rules, sharing responsibility, and
participating effectively in group work.

Three intervention sessions were implemented as part of the study. These sessions were
based on role-playing, simulations, discussions, and collaborative learning activities. The
interventions aimed to enhance students' understanding of the importance of order, increase
their motivation to follow rules, and encourage responsible behavior through practical
experience. Students participated in simulated situations, discussed the necessity of rules, made
decisions, evaluated the consequences of their own and others' actions, and practiced adhering

to shared agreements.



The analysis of the interventions demonstrated that game-based learning effectively
supports the development of order competence. Students showed a deeper understanding of
the purpose of rules, a greater willingness to comply with agreed norms, an improved ability
to share responsibility, and enhanced skills in managing conflicts peacefully. The findings also
indicated that the use of games and simulations increases student engagement and facilitates
the practical understanding of values associated with maintaining order.

The results suggest that game-based learning is an effective approach for fostering order
competence among primary school students. It contributes to students' understanding of the
importance of rules, the development of responsible behavior, the strengthening of a culture
of cooperation, and the establishment of positive relationships within the learning
environment. The activities and recommendations developed within this study may be applied
in broader educational practice to support the development of order and civic responsibility at

the primary level.

Keywords: Order Competence, Civic Competence, Game-Based Learning, Primary Education,

Rule Awareness, Responsible Behavior, Design-Based Research (DBR)
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