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Abstract

This study examines the role of project-based learning in developing third-grade students’
critical understanding of gender stereotypes within the subject “Me and Society.” The aim of the
study was to investigate how project-based activities support students’ recognition and critical
evaluation of stereotypes, reflection on personal experience and self-perception, reduction of
gender barriers, and strengthening of school-family collaboration.

The study was conducted within the framework of the Design-Based Research (DBR)
methodology. The participants were third-grade students from the private school ,Modern
Education Academy® in Thilisi. During the research process, four interconnected project-based
interventions were designed and implemented. These interventions aimed to promote the
recognition of gender stereotypes, reduce tendencies toward gender segregation, connect the
topic to students’ personal experiences, and encourage reflection on the knowledge gained. Data
were collected through various instruments, including tests, interviews, observations, students’
work, presentations, posters, and reflective assignments. Data analysis was conducted based on
the principles of thematic analysis.

The findings of the study showed that project-based activities significantly contributed to
the development of students’ ability to identify and critically evaluate gender stereotypes.
Following the interventions, students were more able to recognize stereotypical beliefs, assess

their impact, and express attitudes based on equality. The results also revealed a reduction in
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tendencies toward gender segregation and an increased willingness to cooperate with peers of the
opposite sex. Family involvement supported the connection of gender-related issues to students’
personal experiences and contributed to the deepening of their self-reflection.

The findings suggest that, in this classroom context, project-based learning can be an
effective pedagogical approach for supporting students’ critical understanding of gender
stereotypes, equality-based self-perception, and the creation of an inclusive learning
environment. The study also highlights the importance of the subject “Me and Society” in
developing values based on equality.

Keywords: gender stereotypes, project-based learning, ,Me and Society“, primary

education, school-family collaboration, Design-Based Research.
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