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Abstract

This study examines the effectiveness of the conservation and social measures implemented after
the establishment of Machakhela National Park, aimed at reducing pressure on natural resources
and supporting the socio-economic development of the local population. The hypothesis is that
the establishment of the park and the implementation of the social projects have reduced
pressure on natural resources and improved the socio-economic situation of the local

community.

The study is based on desk research, combining a quantitative comparative analysis of secondary
data with a qualitative content analysis of documents. The quantitative component draws on
data from the Agency of Protected Areas on timber harvesting, violations and visitor numbers,
as well as the annual social surveys conducted by the park administration. The qualitative
component is based on a content analysis of the park's management plan and UNDP/GEF project

reports.

The results show that over the past 15 years timber harvesting has decreased and illegal logging
has been practically eliminated. Through the introduction of alternative energy sources, in
particular hazelnut shell biomass and solar systems, dependence on forest resources has
decreased, while ecotourism and sustainable agriculture have become a real source of income.
According to the surveys, public support and involvement in the management process have

increased over the years.

Keywords: protected areas, Machakhela National Park, sustainable development, ecotourism,

alternative energy, community involvement, socio-economic development.
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