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Abstracts

Integrating community forests into modern conservation networks represents an effective
mechanism for biodiversity preservation and climate change mitigation. In Georgia, sacred forests
protected by local communities are found in Adjara as "safari forests" (shelterwood/sacred groves)
and in the mountainous regions of Eastern Georgia as "khati forests" (shrine forest). Within the
scope of this study, we assessed the biodiversity and structure of safari forests across 29 randomly
selected sampling points within the territory of the Autonomous Republic of Adjara. The
methodology used for the research was based on the National Forest Inventory (NFI) field guide.
The collected data were compared with the data from the first National Forest Inventory, which
were further categorized into Adjara's protected areas and commercial (managed) forests. The
study aimed to compare these three distinct management models. The results demonstrated that
forests protected by local communities present a more favorable conservation status than state-
protected areas. Despite their small area and fragmentation, community-protected forests play a
crucial role in improving the socio-economic conditions of the region and maintaining high

ecosystem values.

Keywords: Safari forest, Protected areas of Adjara, NFI, Forest management, Community

conserved forests.



