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Abstract

This study aimed to analyse consumer dynamics in the textiles and clothing sector in Georgia
and identify the factors driving household post-consumption waste generation. The study is
based on a mixed methodology, which includes both the analysis of secondary data and
documentary sources, and the collection and analysis of primary quantitative data. This

approach made it possible to analyse primary empirical data in a real, existing context.

The results show that frequent clothing purchases in Georgia and relatively high spending on
them are associated with online shopping. More specifically, a higher purchase frequency is
observed when shopping using international platforms. However, it should be taken into
account that the study is based on a single quantitative survey, and the obtained connections

cannot be interpreted as cause and effect.

Vii



In the section on assessing awareness of materials, it is seen that information about the origin of
synthetic fabrics is unevenly distributed. Some respondents possess the relevant knowledge,
although subjectively assessed competence does not exactly match the results of the objective
test. The study revealed that the use of second-hand clothing is a fairly widespread and socially
acceptable practice in Georgia, although its use is not motivated by environmental protection.
Low prices, the ability to purchase original items and access to quality products are more
important for consumers. The study also showed that environmental orientation is to some
extent related to the practices of repairing and disposal of unwanted items. However, the
absence of textile recycling infrastructure (or lack of information about it) hinders the transfer

of individual responsibility into practice.

According to the study's overall conclusion, the accumulation of textile waste in Georgia is not
solely related to individual consumer choice. It is formed in a context where various systems
determine the consumption agenda. Accordingly, it is necessary to develop textile collection and
recycling points; raise awareness about textile materials; and encourage repair and reuse

practices.

Keywords: Textile waste; Fast fashion; E-commerce; Synthetic materials; Secondhanded clothes;

Waste management; Georgia.
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