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Abstract

The aim of this study was to assess the biological, spatial, and social aspects of migratory bird
hunting in Georgia. The research examined hunting pressure, hunters’ spatial mobility, species
identification skills, attitudes toward hunting regulations, and knowledge of hunting safety.
Data were gathered through an online questionnaire completed by 2,281 hunters from different
municipalities across Georgia. Descriptive statistics, Pearson’s x? test, Spearman’s rank correlation,
and the Wilcoxon rank-sum (Mann—Whitney U) test were used to analyze the data.

The analysis revealed that the highest hunting pressure was concentrated on widely distributed
species, while most hunters preferred to hunt within their own or neighboring regions.
Compliance with migratory bird hunting license requirements increased with age and hunting
experience. Difficulties were identified in the recognition of visually similar species and female
birds, as well as in hunting safety and first aid knowledge. Many respondents also associated
poaching with ethical and environmental responsibility and supported the introduction of
educational programs for hunters.

These outcomes underscore the need for sustainable management of migratory bird hunting in
Georgia through the integration of biological, spatial, and social data, together with long-term
monitoring and the development of hunter education programs.

Keywords: migratory birds; hunting; hunting pressure; hunters; poaching; hunting safety;
Georgia.
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