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30639 3mbs3gdgdl  3mbgmols EsdEIMBdLs s dobbg Fgdm®Bgbo  3mwbymem
3Y990380 253039090 F059gergdbyg (Oligochaeta: Lumbricidae) qobvyeno bowgzmbol 10-0s6
Dargddo 3b3gdom. xR0l dghogwrs JoOmzgwo s MEbmgeo dgEboghgdols doge
sofjergmengdols 956dogby 9000bsMMd?, 0930 3319390l 3Jmbos
36580D563085MIO 5 3929335 BMI0gMH0 bobosmo. dg@oE, MM MbmdgEo fgwos,
653 3bgmol EodEMdol ddOHO3IMEMAO0MMO 3300935 56 BoE5MGdMEs S Bmbs3gdgdo
Lo F0OHMIOL A565HGdSL.

LoBooLEGHMM 33930l FoBbos 3MEWbgmol IdWMBdDY F9dmMbgbowwo 3MmEbyGo
AY9godol  F05949wgdol M35 RIMM3bgd0Ly @S 93memaool  dglfoges.  Bo3zwrg3
A9O0FGMMH05© FgocBs  9x9TJMOL 51339000 s dobo  FgdmysMgbo, Loog dsloews
9m3m3909  0dbs  2025-2026 {Hergdols aobogbrabyg. 608mdgdo dgaMmazs MmO 3
6050539030, 51939 bbgs LodymBgergddo. F0oygurgdol doborol dm3mggdol s dgdymdo
050995399030l A50MmYygbadme  0dbs  LEHBIOEGHMWO  FgmMmEogs.  Foborols
50m9bMdM030  9BswoBo  BoBom®S 13930 0BYOMEo  LBSEGHOLEG03MNO0  353930U,
650096039 0bgJuol, 30:0E 9Ol s BHJuEOL bygmdzgedy.

3%93900b 50339000bS S ol 93ms6Mg6do 0IbEHOROE0MYOME0s F05949gEgdol
xobob 8 35M0b 13 Lobgmds s J3gLobgmds. 5 43560, 9 LobgMdS s J39LEHYIMBS 30MHZIWSWSS
930LGHM0MIOIO 5K HTJNOL  513390000L BHJMHOGHMEO05DY. gMMO 33500, 4 Lobgmds
939LobMds 3060395 9dM3w0bs 3Mmbgmol IO MBDY. bererm, 2 243560, 8 LobgMds
d39Lobgmds  9bor0s  IBWMBdBY  FgdmMbgboero  3mbmMo  FYggdol  Bosmbolbmgzob.
5033900bs ©@d 8ol Jgdmastmgbdo  MHgaoLEBHMOMYdIMOo  bobgmdgdo s J3qLobgmdgdo
399600565 4 93MEMA0M6 XaMRdo, 393039 gdol GHodol dobgwzom 30 3 xamndo.
399396005 5x%539000L 50339000 0LS S Jobo FgamsMgbols Fooygargdols Lobgmdmogzo
36535 x19M™36900L s MH3MEIbMOM0Z0 F5BsHoEgd0L Ms30LgdMMGdgdO.



Abstract

The earliest records of earthworms (Oligochaeta: Lumbricidae) in the Colchis Lowland and
the relict Colchic forests preserved there date to the 1910s. The study of this group was carried
out by Georgian and foreign scientists over several decades; however, the investigations were
sporadic and lacked a systematic approach. Moreover, no lumbricological research has been
conducted in the Colchis Lowland in the past fifteen years, and the available data require
updating.

The present Master's study aimed to investigate the diversity and ecology of the
Lumbricidae inhabiting the remaining Colchic forests of the Colchis Lowland. The Ajameti
Managed Reserve and its surrounding areas were selected as the study site, where material was
collected during the spring seasons of 2025-2026. Samples were obtained from both soils and other
habitats. Standard methods were used for the collection and subsequent processing of earthworm
material. Quantitative analysis of the material was performed using a specialized statistical
package, as well as several ecological indices, criteria, and statistical tests.

A total of 13 species and subspecies belonging to 8 genera of the family Lumbricidae were
identified in the Ajameti Managed Reserve and its surroundings. Five genera and nine species and
subspecies were recorded for the first time in the territory of the Ajameti Managed Reserve. One
genus and four species and subspecies were recorded for the first time in the Colchis Lowland.
Furthermore, two genera and eight species and subspecies are new records for the lumbricofauna
of the remaining Colchic forests of the lowland.

The species and subspecies recorded in the managed reserve and its surroundings were
assigned to four ecological groups and, according to their distribution type, to three groups. The
study revealed the features of species diversity and quantitative distribution of earthworms in the

Ajameti Managed Reserve and its surrounding areas.
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