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Abstract

The master’s thesis examines the compliance of restrictions on personal identification
with the principles of adversarial proceedings and equality of arms in criminal proceedings. The
principle of adversarial proceedings, protected under Article 6 of the European Convention on
Human Rights, ensures that both the prosecution and the defense have equal opportunities to
present and challenge evidence, thereby guaranteeing a fair trial. Restrictions on witness
identification, particularly in cases involving individuals participating in operational-
investigative or covert investigative actions, represent an important procedural instrument for
protecting the safety of witnesses. However, such restrictions may conflict with fundamental
procedural principles and reduce the defense’s ability to effectively challenge evidence and
participate in proceedings.

The aim of the thesis is to assess the extent to which restrictions on personal
identification align with the principles of procedural equality and adversarial proceedings. The
study addresses the central question of how identity concealment affects the right to a fair trial
and procedural equality within both national and international legal frameworks. The thesis
provides a detailed analysis of the legislative and procedural foundations of identification
restrictions, with particular attention to recent legal amendments. Furthermore, it evaluates the
impact of such restrictions on the defense’s rights and the overall fairness of the criminal
process.

The research relies on comparative legal analysis and the case law of international and
European human rights courts, which offer mechanisms necessary to ensure a fair trial while
mitigating risks. As a result, targeted recommendations are proposed to address existing
challenges, emphasizing the need for a proportional, transparent, and balanced approach to
witness anonymity, thereby supporting the integrity of the justice system and the legitimacy of

judicial decisions.
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