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Abstract 

Since its enactment in 1999, the Law of Georgia on Operative-Search Activities has 
served as the primary normative framework governing covert investigative measures. The 
application of this legislation is intrinsically linked to the constitutional guarantees enshrined 
in Articles 12 and 15 of the Constitution of Georgia, specifically the rights to the free 
development of personality and the protection of private life. Recognizing these rights as 
fundamental legal interests, this thesis evaluates the contemporary operative-legal status quo 
against a backdrop of evolving systemic challenges. 

Through an analytical review of legislative acts, judicial precedents, and scholarly 
discourse, this research examines the friction between state security measures and democratic 
safeguards. The study identifies critical gaps within the existing legal regime, particularly 
concerning outdated regulations and the socio-legal complexities of visual surveillance, the 
provocation of crime (entrapment), and the use of confidential informants. Furthermore, the 
efficacy of judicial and prosecutorial oversight is critically assessed. 

The findings suggest that Georgian operative-search doctrine has struggled to align 
with international human rights standards, resulting in a precarious balance between public 
order and individual liberty. To mitigate these discrepancies, the author advocates for a 
comprehensive legislative overhaul. Guided by the principle of legal foreseeability, this 
research proposes the establishment of robust statutory provisions designed to enhance public 
transparency and ensure a proportionate equilibrium between collective security and the 
sanctity of private interests. 

Keywords: Operative-search activity, visual control, entrapment (provocation of 

crime), confidential informants, judicial oversight, prosecutorial supervision. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


