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Abstract 

 

Preserving healthy environment is one of the major challenges of the contemporary world. 

Human-induced environmental harm adversely affects ecosystem, increases the risk of natural 

disasters, damages ecological balance, reduces biodiversity and leads to increased health risks, 

spread of disease and mortality rates. 

Effective environmental protection is determined by the ability of legal systems to adequately 

respond to corporate environmental crimes. Therefore, the thesis aims to analyse what legal 

and practical challenges arise in the process of environmental justice and how are those 

obstacles resolved. The research examines the general legal problem in the context of Georgia 

and emphasizes limited practise, as well as, the need to integrate effective international 

standards. 

As a result of examining Georgian and internationally recognized legislative regulations, the 

research identified the problem of interdependence between administrative and criminal 

regulation, which is linked to the absence of a clear distinction between them. Furthermore, 

the research established that the coordinated coexistence of administrative and criminal 

regulation, together with the implementation of effective preventive mechanisms at the 

administrative stage, environmental risk assessment and ensuring compliance with the 

environmental standards, plays a particularly significant role in preventing environmental 

harm, as well as, environmental crime.  

Given the limited discussion of the issue in Georgian legal literature, particular attention was 

paid to the significance of criminal regulation, raising awareness among competent authorities 

and the need for stricter legislation. For this purpose, models of criminal liability were 

evaluated and the practicality of the organizational fault theory was identified. In addition, In 

addition, challenges related to criminal investigation, the imposition of sanctions, and effective 

enforcement mechanisms were examined.  

Keywords: Environmental crime, Corporate environmental crime, Environmental Justice, 

Criminal Liability of legal persons, Organizational fault theory. 


