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Abstract

This master’s thesis examines criminal behavior committed prior to the age of criminal
responsibility and analyzes the mechanisms for its prevention. The aim of the research is to
identify the factors contributing to early juvenile deviant behavior and to assess the legal
instruments available to the state for preventing such conduct. The thesis analyzes both the
national legal framework and international experience in the field of juvenile justice and crime

prevention policy.

Within the scope of the study, particular attention is paid to social, familial and
environmental factors that influence juvenile behavioral patterns and increase the risk of
offending. The effectiveness of existing preventive mechanisms and the challenges associated with

their practical implementation are also evaluated.

The research employs comparative legal analysis, descriptive-review methods, and
dogmatic legal analysis. National and international legal acts, academic literature, and practical

experiences are examined, ensuring a comprehensive and systematic assessment of the issue.

The findings of the study indicate that early intervention, a multidisciplinary approach,
and policies oriented toward the best interests of the child significantly reduce the risk of
recidivism and involvement in serious crime. The thesis concludes that effective prevention
requires coordinated efforts among legal, social, and educational systems, as well as the

strengthening of preventive measures at an early stage.

Keywords: juvenile; deviant behavior; age of criminal responsibility; crime prevention;

social factors; juvenile justice; recidivism.



