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Abstract

This master’s thesis examines the institution of victim compensation in criminal
proceedings, its securing mechanisms, and their compatibility with constitutional and
international standards. The research focuses on the legislative amendments adopted in
2025, which introduced a prohibition on leaving Georgia as a special measure for

securing victim compensation under the Criminal Procedure Code.

The thesis analyzes the existing legislative framework, court practice, explanatory notes,
assessments of the Public Defender, the case law of the European Court of Human Rights,
and the experience of other countries. The research also relies on interviews conducted

with legal practitioners, which reveal the practical problems of the regulation.

The research found that the integration of victim compensation into criminal
proceedings may serve a legitimate aim, namely the protection of the victim’s pecuniary
interest. Nevertheless, the current model contains several significant shortcomings: The
regulation does not prescribe an appropriate evidentiary standard for the imposition of a
travel ban, does not include an obligation to assess less restrictive measures in advance,
and creates a risk of the automatic application of the restriction. The paper concludes
that, in order for this mechanism to comply with constitutional and European standards,
it is necessary to ensure individualised judicial reasoning for the restriction, a strict
proportionality assessment, and the introduction of an effective mechanism for periodic

review of the restriction.

Key Words: victim, compensation, criminal proceedings, prohibition on leaving Georgia,

freedom of movement, proportionality.



