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Abstract

On 16 October 2025, the National Concept for the Reform of the Higher Education System
was presented and subsequently approved by the Government of Georgia on 1 December of the
same year. The Concept envisages a comprehensive transformation of the higher education system
and incorporates several major policy directions, including the “One City-One Faculty” principle
and mechanisms aimed at aligning higher education with labor market demands. The proposed
reform has generated significant debate both within academic circles and among international
educational organizations, particularly regarding the protection of university autonomy and

academic freedom.

This thesis evaluates the process of developing the reform, the “One City-One Faculty”
principle, and the compatibility of labor market-oriented educational policies with university

autonomy and academic freedom as protected under Article 27 of the Constitution of Georgia.

The aim of the study is to assess the compatibility of the higher education reform based on
the “One City-One Faculty” principle with the right to education, academic freedom, and
university autonomy guaranteed by Article 27 of the Constitution of Georgia, as well as to analyze

its compliance with relevant international standards.

The study employs doctrinal, descriptive, analytical, evaluative, and deductive methods of

legal research.

The findings demonstrate that the participation of the academic community was not
adequately ensured during the process of developing the National Concept for the Reform of the
Higher Education System. Furthermore, the analysis reveals that the “One City-One Faculty”
principle and labor market-driven educational policies restrict universities ability to
independently determine the main directions of their academic activities and are therefore
incompatible with the principles of university autonomy and academic freedom protected under

Article 27 of the Constitution of Georgia.
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