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Abstract

This paper examines the legal implications of the standstill obligation and
gun jumping within the framework of European and Georgian competition law.
The research is grounded in the observation that despite significant
harmonization of Georgian legislation with EU standards, various procedural and
substantive deficiencies emerge during the practical enforcement stage. This
issue holds particular significance in the context of Georgia’s European
integration process, where the effective enforcement of competition law
constitutes an integral part of fulfilling the obligations undertaken under the

Association Agreement.

Using a comparative legal methodology and a doctrinal analysis of the
decisions issued by the Georgian Competition and Consumer Agency, the study
identifies three primary challenges: the difficulty in identifying substantive gun
jumping, the absence of soft law instruments, and the lack of effective
differentiation in sanctions. Furthermore, it is established that the Agency’s
approach is often limited to a general citation of European guidelines, without

adequate consideration of local market specifics.

Based on the research findings, the paper proposes de lege ferenda
recommendations, specifically: the development of a soft law document
providing guidance on the standstill period, the implementation of a nuanced
system for the differentiation of sanctions based on aggravating and mitigating

circumstances, and the strengthening of mechanisms for detecting substantive



gun jumping. These measures aim to ensure the effective enforcement of

Georgian competition law.

Keywords: merger control, standstill obligation, gun jumping, decisive influence,

exchange of information, clean team, soft law, Georgian competition law.



