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Abstract

This paper examines the legal mechanisms for the expedited preservation of computer data
and the prospects for their implementation in Georgia. The purpose of the research is to define
the legal nature of this institution and identify the legislative vacuum currently existing in the

Criminal Procedure Code of Georgia.

The study employs doctrinal, formal-dogmatic, comparative-legal, systemic, conceptual
analysis, and evaluation methods. The research is based on national legislation, the Budapest

Convention on Cybercrime, international reports, and statistical data on investigative practice.

The findings reveal that Article 136 of the current Criminal Procedure Code of Georgia does
not meet international standards, as it lacks an operational response mechanism, which
threatens the authenticity and admissibility of digital evidence. The absence of a unified
procedural instrument and the ambiguity in cooperation with service providers hinder the
effectiveness of justice, further compounded by technological, staffing, and financial

challenges.

The paper provides specific legislative recommendations, which involve the integration of a
procedural mechanism for the expedited preservation of data into the Criminal Procedure
Code of Georgia, designed to balance the operational efficiency of investigative bodies with

effective judicial oversight.

Keywords: Cybercrime, computer evidence, expedited preservation, swift preservation of data,

Budapest Convention on Cybercrime, criminal procedure.
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