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Abstract

The rapid advancement of modern information technologies and the transformation
of the functional role of social networks have fundamentally reshaped both the structure
of social relations and the patterns of individual behavior. Social networks, which were
initially perceived merely as instruments for communication and self-expression, have now
evolved into central platforms for socio-legal processes. These digital environments
function not only as channels for converting and disseminating information but also as
domains in which social norms are constructed, maintained, and sometimes distorted, as
well as mechanisms through which various forms of deviant behavior may be encouraged
or reinforced. Their influence is especially significant and potentially hazardous for
adolescents and minors, whose socio-psychological development is marked by heightened
sensitivity, increased emotional reactivity, and vulnerability to the impact of media, peer
groups, and algorithmically curated content.

This research focuses on the multifaceted circumstances that contribute to the
increased likelihood of minors’ involvement in drug-related offenses, taking into account
the profound effects of the digital environment. The study examines the influence of social
networks on the behavioral modeling of adolescents, paying particular attention to the
mechanisms through which “virtual normalization” reduces critical thinking and lowers
resistance to drug-related behavior. The visual, textual, and algorithmically amplified
content circulating on social media platforms frequently depicts drug use or drug-related
practices as socially attractive, fashionable, or as expressions of personal autonomy and
freedom. Such representations substantially weaken preventive strategies and diminish the
effectiveness of public policies aimed at early intervention. According to contemporary
research, the formation of adolescent behavior is significantly shaped by the dominant
discourses, symbolic representations, and identity-related cues that circulate within their
social environment, while the algorithmic architecture of social media often reinforces
risky narratives through repetitive exposure, filtered recommendations, and automated

ranking systems.



The findings presented in this study conclude that intensive engagement with social
networks both directly and indirectly increases the risk of minors’ involvement in drug-
related criminal behavior, particularly in contexts where adolescents lack critical
evaluation skills, media literacy competencies, and sustained psychological or educational
support from families, schools, and community institutions. At the same time, the
unregulated or insufficiently regulated digital environment creates an ecosystem in which
deviant behavior is frequently interpreted as socially legitimate or normatively acceptable.
These conditions reveal the necessity of coordinated action from the state, the educational
system, and broader social institutions to mitigate the negative effects of digital
socialization and to ensure the protection of minors’ well-being.

Consequently, this study makes a meaningful contribution to contemporary drug
policy analysis, child protection strategies, media-educational frameworks, and
criminological scholarship. It provides a theoretical and empirical foundation for
understanding the extent to which social media reshapes minors’ behavioral trajectories
and identifies the legal, social, and preventive measures required to reduce the risks

associated with drug-related deviance in the digital era
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