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Guram Kipiani, Shota Mamuladze, Madona Mshvildadze 

Church buildings in Eastern Chaneti 

Summary 

Ardashen Church 
I lie church of Ardasheni is known by the name of "Jibistasi". The length 

,,f It s inner space up to the inner wall of the central apse is 14, 70m and 

1 lt1 • width is - 8, OOm. The walls of the church are built with 

11il1blestones and had apparently been faced with yellowish rocky 

I chs. The width of the wall is 50 cm average. The building is erected on 

,, three-step stereo-bate the remains of which are preserved in the lower 

11 ucture of the south-eastern apse. It is erected with specially elaborated 

o1 11 ny quadras. In the apse area in the plan they have radiating shape 

1111 respondingly to the apse curve. The western-eastern a:xis of the 

11• mple is almost absolute . The church is characterized by three 

pr olruded apses from the east. The central apsis is quite advanced and 

1111 ght have been of polygonal configuration. 
From the northern side a two-storied "exedra" is confirmed. Its 

l1•11gth is 11 , 70 m. The level of the upper floor equaled the level of the 

1 hurch itself. Its lower floor might have been a crypt. Its height is 1,55 

111 , width - 2,50 m, length - 4 m. The length of its wall is 80 cm and 

1 ontains arched roofing. The inside space is completely dug up. It has a 

door from the northern side, and in the central part the jambs contain 

fo rwarded pylons as well. It shows that there was a stone slab set into 

them and the door opening was hidden. The opening has architrave 

roofing. The walls of the crypt are built with different constructing 

t •chnique - with a regular sequence of bigger cobble-stones divided into 

I wo. Lime mortar is used in the horizontal as well as vertical stitches. 

Probably, apart from the described door opening, the entrance 

1 nto the crypt might have been possible through the second floor level. It 

is impossible to confirm it today as there had been a kind of restoration 

139 



works conducted here and the upper structure had been filled in with 
cement mortar. 

The building is almost completely covered with trees and other 
~limbing .plants and the study and judgment of the details of the building 
is complicated. Besides, from the western side it neighbors with a 
modern dwelling house so that the inner space of the church resembles 
the yard of the house. Hence, it remains uncertain whether the church 
contained a narthex from the western side or not. However, the 
supposition is great. 

The perception of the interior space of the church is 
complicated in addition by the fact that there is almost a forest there 
with tens of trees to be counted. 

The church contained door openings from the western as well as 
the southern sides. We connect the northern door to the "exedra". 

Two windows are confirmed from the northern as well as 
southern sides. The lower levels of the windows are leveled along a line 
and at the same time these pairs of windows are confronting each other. 

The northern side windows partially point to the fact that the 
exedra is a later addition to the church and not the original one. To this 
point the construction arrangement of the church too. 

We do not know how many windows had been in forwarded 
apses. 

The southern door looks vaulted now but it leaves the 
impression as if the door opening contained a false lunette from the very 
start; and if it had represented a vaulted opening - as it seems now - then 
the church should have contained an annex (gate) from the southern side 
as well. Even if it had existed, still the traces cannot be seen today as the 
southern part of the church is occupied by tea plantations directly from 
the wall. 

According to its plannin.g we were able to determine only that 
the building is dome-shaped. To determine the level of the floor the 
archaeological excavations should be conducted. However, it can be 

stated. without the confirmation that the interior space definitely 
contamed four separately erected pillars thus creating the under-dome 
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quure. To this point the remains of half-pillars protruded from the 
11111 lhern and southern walls. Supposedly, the central pillars should have 
111 •1'11 cross-shaped in the plan so that be able to equally distribute the 

l1 i.1d i ng of the supporting arches. 
The date of the church building can be generally acknowledged 

1 the developed Middle Ages that are adjacent to the so called late
lly1.antine period. It is impossible to say anything in more details at 
1111•sent. 

The architectural canon of the church is very well studied and it 
111 longs to the eastern school of the mid and late Byzantine periods. 

According to the planning scheme, similar buildings are 
1111merously found along the whole northern Black Sea littoral and in 
VI inities8. 

Pironity Church 
The church is located in the village of Pironity in Archavi. It is 

huilt on the last raised hill of the range protruded towards the sea at the 
l11•ginning of the village. From here the vicinities can fully be seen on all 
I he four sides, especially the Black Sea littoral in full length. The 
building is a hall-type church with a projection-apse. The width is 5, 80 
tn, the length - 10 m. It is erected on a three-step pedestal base. lt is 
distinguished by rare, exquisite proportions and "classical" construction. 
The vault is destroyed; besides, there is only a northern door and no 

11 • See Alla I. Romancuk, Studien zur Geschichte und Archaologie des 

lluzantinischen Cherson. Colloquia Pontica Brill, Leiden-Boston, 

W05p.67 and after, pic.28; 33; 4. Also IO.C. AceeB. ApxmeKTypa 

CeBepttoro TipH'IepHoMopu, p.502 and after, pie. 7. Also A.JI. 5IKo6coH. 

:~aKOHOMepHOCTH Bpa3BHTHH cpe,n;HeBeKOBOH apXHTeKrypbI. JieHHHrpa,n;, 

1985 p.60 and after. 
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trace of an opening from the southern part; there is no door from the 

western side either, there is a dead wall. 
The northern door is an opening of 3 m height. Its jambs show 

that it contained a lunette. Its width is 1, 3S m and the threshold is raised 
in SO cm from the base. The vaulted part of the door (or a lunette) is 

arranged in plinths (30X30 cm). 
The nature of the wall arrangement is best read on the north 

fac;ade. The grouted walls are faced with small size quadras (and not with 

slabs as it were expected). We do not see here any of the details pointing 
to their secondary utilization. The average height of quadras is 20 cm and 

they remind the last type of isodomic arrangement (the isodomic 
arrangement is characterized by more or less one and the same 
dimension of the height of the quadras in rows). Besides, there are some 

narrow insertions into the row apparently for representation or 

decoration purposes, as the later reflection of the so called ""enplecton". 
The walls are massive, their length reaches 70 cm. 

At present the church is completely covered with thorn hedge 

and climbing plants (plush, etc.) and the estimation of its proportions is 

conducted mainly with compilation of statistic data, e. g. the width S, 80 

m compared to the length (10 m) is very much like a golden ratio. 
Besides, the width of the door (1, 3S m) related to the distance 

from the north-western corner to the door jamb (2, 30 m) is also similar 

to the golden ration with great precision (l,3S : 2,30 = 0,6136 ... ), etc. 
The interior space of the church is also harmonious. Despite the 

tall and impassable bushes, the interior space is still well felt. 
The hall of the church is divided into two non-equal parts by 

the 7S cm-wide two-step pilasters erected in 28 cm from the wall 

flatness. There are two parts - the longer western part and the shorter 
eastern part. This is the part that creates "bema" in front of the altar apse. 

This bema is lighted by the opposite windows. 
The northern wall consisted of two windows above each other. 

The windows are vaulted and the upper structures are decorated with 
plinths. The lower window is arranged on the height of 1, 10 m from the 
"floor" (the present level is meant), its height is 90 cm, width - 70 cm. 
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The upper window is 3, 40 m high above the present level; the height is 

I , 4 m, and the width - SO cm. 
The church is a typical "chapel" belonging to certain eparchy 

und obviously, included into the Trabzon or new, Lazika metropolis. 
A sharply forwarded apse is one of the characteristic features of 

Lhis chapel. It is protruded in 2 m from the whole mass while from the 

Lriumphal arch its depth reaches 2, 30 m. 
The following categories are especially remarkable in the chapel: 

1. A three-step artfully built stereo-bate (the width of each step is 
IS cm and the average height - 16 cm); the steps well elaborated 

and built with slab-quadras which on their part are based on the 

substructure of stone blockades. 
2. The archaic arrangement of the walls, reflection of isonomic 

arrangement1• 

3. Windows - one of the expressive details for the general dating 

of the church. The windows are with parallel walls here that 

points to their archaic age (i.e. no later than VII century) . 
4. It is also noteworthy that the chapel contained no doors from 

the western side. The door openings are created in the lengthy 
walls and are reflections of Georgian early Christian 

architecture. 
This chapel is obviously distinguished by its architectural 

categories from the similar chapels (single-nave and protruded-apse 
ones) in the eastern, north-eastern and northern Black Sea littoral. It can 

be dated by VI-VII centuries. 
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