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Abstract

In the modern social and legal context, hate crimes are one of the most pressing problems, as
they have a wider and more severe impact on society than ordinary crimes. Such actions often
violate not only the security of a specific person, but also increase the feeling of insecurity and
fear in different groups. As a result, trust in public order, institutions and justice is damaged,
and social relations more easily become objects of polarization and confrontation. An effective
response to such crimes is critically important, as they are related to the foundations of social

coexistence: the idea of equality, mutual respect and the possibility of peaceful coexistence.
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Although the problem of hate crime is widely recognized, identifying and legally qualifying
its motive is still fraught with difficulties. The main challenge is that motive, as a component
of psychological and internal intention, is rarely manifested in a direct form; therefore, its
determination is usually made by assessing indirect signs, circumstances and the context of the
action. This creates a number of risks: in one case, the hate component may be ignored, and in
another, it may be “attached” to a place where it cannot be properly substantiated. An
additional difficulty is the lack of a unified and clear approach, which is why different
approaches may be established in practice regarding what is considered sufficient grounds for
determining motive. Such heterogeneity complicates both timely recognition and consistent
and reliable recording of data, which ultimately limits the ability to see the exact scale of the

problem and plan response policies.

The paper will discuss the phenomenon of hate crime and its relevance in the modern social
environment, in particular, why such an act causes wider social harm compared to ordinary
crime and how it weakens the foundations of equality, security and public trust. Attention will
be paid to the role of the hate motive in legal assessment and the fact that the motive, as a
desire in the mind of the offender, is often not directly manifested, which is why its
identification and qualification depends on a careful assessment of indirect signs, context and

circumstances.
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