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The abuse of a dominant position constitutes one of the most significant and complex
institutions of competition law, the practical relevance of which is particularly evident in the
context of protecting small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs). Due to their limited financial,
organizational, and strategic resources, SMEs are especially vulnerable to anti-competitive
conduct carried out by dominant economic operators. Against this background, the purpose of
the present master’s thesis is to provide a legal analysis of the abuse of a dominant position and
to assess its impact on the competitiveness of SMEs within a comparative framework of

Georgian and European Union competition law.

The thesis examines the concept of dominance, the criteria for defining the relevant market and
assessing market power, as well as the main forms of abuse commonly encountered in practice,
including unfair pricing, price discrimination and rebates, exclusive dealing arrangements,

margin squeeze, refusal to supply, and tying. The research demonstrates that such practices not
iii



only distort the competitive structure of the market but also create systemic barriers to market
entry and expansion for SMEs, reduce their innovative potential, and increase the risk of their
exclusion from the market.

Particular attention is devoted to the assessment of the Georgian competition law framework
and enforcement practice in comparison with the experience of the European Union. The study
finds that the evaluation of abusive conduct in Georgia often relies on formalistic approaches
and insufficiently considers the actual economic effects of the conduct in question. In this
regard, the thesis proposes recommendations aimed at strengthening effects-based analysis,
further harmonizing Georgian competition policy with EU standards, and enhancing legal
mechanisms for the protection of SMEs.

The thesis concludes that effective competition law is not merely an instrument for controlling
dominant economic operators, but also a crucial legal mechanism for ensuring economic
fairness, inclusive growth, and sustainable development. Protecting SMEs from the abuse of
dominant market power contributes to maintaining a healthy competitive environment, which
represents an essential precondition for Georgia’s economic development and its process of
approximation with the European Union.

The research employs historical, comparative legal, systemic, and situational analysis methods in
order to address the research problem.

Keywords: dominant position; abuse of dominance; competition law; small and medium-sized
enterprises.



