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80obfYl3"1nli 01'10 CJ?000CJ?oonli, 0"108DCJ? Bolin 360001..i ooe:::in 8nnf1600. onli0008nli0CJ? 

00"10oe:::ioonli 8obo010Cln li030M0(JCJ?fYl CJ?0q)(Jd5oonli oe:::i0CJ? (503-367) d3. 0. 136 ooe:::in 

8nn~fYl [ 17. 22], 00MCJ?0 0~60Cl6()e:::inli0 ,,8fYlJ8030Q j0"101e:::inli0Q" -Clo CJ?08(Je:::'00 JOCJ?03 

0"1010 806006000 00"10oe:::i010 j0"101e:::ion, JoMdfYlCJ? 8obom0on CJ?08J30CJ?Moonli 010fYl-

00'bn. 01()88 0 806060 Li060do (J5CJ?fYloe:::ifYlo0Li (Job0CJ?o0Li a01..i , "10CJ?005 'b()li@>0CJ? 01'1 

300001 01030CJ? 08 .30li0t:Jnli 8fYlj80CJ?oonli CJ?MfYlnl.i 0m3e:::inli ool'1@>ne:::in; ()86fYlon0 IV, 01() 

V l.i0()J(J5J000 nl.i CJ?00 ot'1ne:::in ( 08 ()e:::'nl.ib8000 ,,5n5fYll.i obfYl3MJOnli" Jli 8fYl50J3.'.J010 ). 

080lim0603n 8nli 0b0e:::i, 00"180"1010 8o<nooonli 6(Jlib0Cln j0"1d08-0"10@)806nli 'bofYlo0Li 

d3. o. 50-006 oe:::ioon01 006Li0'b~3"103li [30. 30-48; 31. 34, 97]. ,,8fYlJ8030Q j0"101e:::inli0Q" 

CJ?063"1ne:::iooom 0~00"1Li .3"1fYl'boe:::io@Joli, t:JfYl<nne:::in ,,.)()"100010 8~3CJ?e:::ioli" 0000010"1nli0 

CJ?0 801'1006 8o<noli (IV Li . .30"13oe:::in 60bo301'10) CJ?OCJ?OO(Je:::'ol.i ,,0li@)nMfYl6 8010301'1 

8 ()<>liq)(JM085o~o .. -oli I l.i00CJ?(J8e:::'fYlCJ? - .. q)<>M(Je:::'0CJ?.. Cl o8CJ?80M li0()00Ml.i. j0"101e:::ioli 

I Lh)(l?'>3<'1'> .:> U~.:>MM6 (Li.:>bo~o oo6id6()~0.:> .:>3~ . ) 801.:>3Moli Q?'>J.:>3006>00.:> UM8b(JM JMM30600.:> 

3.:>liJ(JM.:>J.:>601.:>6 (8Q?OO'>MOMO(l?.:> 3.:>6oli ~ooli ~M(l?O~<'l .:>c::>8Mli.:>3~001 Cl?" .:>c::>8Mli.:>3~001 8b ,:,-
6io<lo. Li.:>8oqr .:>MUOOMO(l?'> 908-1021 55). 8M3lioli bMM06.:>(30 3.:>liJ(JM'>J.:>60~ .30~0.:>boooli Cl?" 

.:>M.:> 801.:>36iooli (oQ?o<l.:>booli) 8b<'l~<'l{l? 06>01bo~ .:>libo6ooli [23 . 151). ,,8MdG03"Q d.:>MO'l~O U.:>Q" 

3.:>Li.3()M"J"6Li JoC!?o3 06>01bo~ .:>Li.:>bo~ooli (,, 0().:>li.3()M.:>6.:>0li") Li.3.:>6ilio010Li 8Mb.:>MJO d3otJ6ooli, 
liM8bo01oli.:>, d.:>6>01~oli.:> Cl?" lio360001li OMMoli, M.:>(3 .:>6.:>dMM6o'b8o [32. 17]) ()6Q?.:> OtJMU. 
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8o<aou 8m.:>3.:>Mu ,:,o6~0M0u0ou m(J M.:>8 0.:>8rrio63o.:> 8ouo 0.:>dMou~o.:>6oo.:> (,,o.:>0060 

~.:>0o8b(T)oo,:,"). ou .:>bu060ou ,:,oo.:>m.:>Mu: ,,8.:>8.:>60 00660 .:>d.:> 8(T)6036om0.:>6, M.:>8om(J 

.:>Mo.:>6 6oc::i6o, 3060om3.:>6 B0B.:>6o md(Jo66o .:>d.:> BGbom0~ B(T)3o~ou b<a0(503)" [24. 

25]. R,:,6G, M(T)B 0u .3oM(T)oomo ~.:>BM03.:>c::ioo()c::io Mo8 b3o 0M .:>Mob ~.:> B8 bomoc::im.:> 

OU~(T)MO(Jc::'O B.:>bb(T)3Mrrio.:>U .:>u.:>b.:>3G . .)QO.)O">.)MO BGbomou B(T)d.)c::i.:>do - ,,6oc::iom b(Jo­

~MJO(Jc::'O 8J3o~Mo" .:>M ~.:>(T)ou .:>Bou m.:>rrio.:> 'bo. ou (Jbu6ou Bm.:>3.:>M 6u~oM(T)6G: a>() 

B.:>ob(T)3Mou ~3.:>M'bo 0.:>J3Mou 008~00 M(T)0(T)M 0.:>6tJM(T)8o.:> ~80Mmo 0oM.:>Jc::ioou -

.. ~~ou.:>~Bo dMob~oouom0.:>6 .:>Mo.:>6 6oc::i6o ~c::i~" (334) . .:>d.:>G m.:>Mo~o MJ.:>c::'(JMO.:> 

~,:, tJ(T)3Dc::'33.:>Mo ~.:>BM33.:>c::iooob 3.:>MOOJ.:> B(T)t1306oc::io 1 3<aodM(T)Oa> 0,:,B(T)u.:>Mo(3bo.:> 

Bobo .3oM(T)oom(T)o.:>. o.:>~ooM~ouo()r::' 6(Jub.:>oo, m() JO ou 0.:>~.:>B6oMou (J6ooc::ioo ooo­
~(T)B.:> ,,c::i.:>.3u(Ju J.:>c::i.:>80" .:>M .:>Mou 0u oo<aMo (JJ3D 6.:>8~3oc::i.:>~ ~.:>BM33.:>c::ioo()c::io.:> 

300-B~o [25. 347]. m.:>3ou ~M(T)'boou OJ()BR603oc::io .:>M ~.:>MRo6o.:> c::iorri6~o BMf'l30r::iu, 

Mf'l8oc::ioo B(30MJ Jf'l8o6~.:>MU (JJJO">JOU .)00.)0">.)MOU .:>B (36f'lo.:>u: ,,.:>MU 8.:>m tJ.:>8m.:>3.:>6 

G.:>B.:>Go ooc::io ~,:, ()Bo~oboo.:>" [14. 94]. a>() 0B Bf'l6.:>ooBoooG oo~OMoooG ~M.:>~ooo­

()c::'o 0 'bom 6.:>3.:>c::im, B.:>006 00M0oc::im0 R.:>B(T)u.:>bc::iooob .:>b.:>c::i m.:>Mo~.:>~ d3. 6. 203 

6. Bo3o~oom, .:>uo30 .:>M.:><aMom 0.:>B(T)MRJ(Jr::'u ooM.:>oc::io o('l)ob oG~(T)Mo.:>oo . .:>8.:>Gm.:>-

6.:>30 .:>~u.:>6006.:>30.:> ooB~o0o 0.:>MJB(T)oo.:>o: ,,B(T)doo3.:>a J.:>Mmc::iouM"-G m.:>6.:>bB.:>~ 

M.:>oo - tJ(T)<aoc::io .:>6() ,,.30M3Jc::i 8~3~Dc::' o.:>0o6u 006,:," .:>oo.:>m.:>Mo, .)('l)(T)'boc::io~o, 0.:>-

6.:>mc::ioo()c::io .30M(T)36000, 0.:>c::i(JmoG ou~(T)Mo(Jc::io 8.:>buf'l3M(T)oou 8.:>~.:>Moooc::i.:>~ 6.:>M-

8(T)33o~30o.:>. ob Go.:>8.:>t1om .:>(36(T)ou .:>G~oM(T)6G: ,,Bo 6.:>mou.:>30 oo6o.:>8o6ou 1 MRJ(Jc::'01.:> 

8(T)Gou 8ooMoO">.) 6()MO">Oc::' <aMo.)~ 6036m.:>" [32. 26] MOU oou.:>boo.:>o (3f'l~6o.:> m.:>3.:>~ 

8oMo.:>6 Bo<aou (250-334). 0,:,(1)~,:, .:>Bou.:>, 8.:>u .:>d3u o6(T)oooo m.:>3ou 6o6,:,.3('1)ooou, JOM­

d(T)~ oc::iof'l'b 8obomoc::iou oou.:>boo, (oJM(Ju.:>c::ioBoo B.:>ob(T)3Mou 36ooou Bf'l68o ,:,b. 

6. 30 6.) . .:>dJ~.:>6 0,:,8(T)B~o6.:>MJ Bouo o6<af'lMB.:>Go.:> ,:,60,:,('l)oo0,:,G,:,6o30.:> . .:>833.:>M.:>~, 

8Gbomob 3.:>c::i(JO">O OOM(JU.:>c::io8o~.:>6 c::'~(T)c::i3oc::io JOM.:>oc::iooob ~.).)MUOO(Jc::'O.) . .:>B 

3.:>MJ8(T)ooom.:>(3 ooodc::ioo.:> ,:,obu6.:>G 8Gbomob ob~(T)MO(Jc::'o u.:>boc::io(T)~Doooob m.:>6b-

3D~M.:> ,,6806~0 8o6ou" ~(T).3(T)6o8oJ.:>Gm.:>6 (.:>B.:>~c::iooob 8m,:,, oomc::ioBo, 3omuo8.:>60,:,, 

3f'lc::'3(T)O"l.) 1 Uof'l6o [43. 358-363; 1. 37]. 

,,B(T)doo3.:>a d.:>Mmc::iou.:>a"-u dM(T)6oJ.:>c::'(JMo 6.:>6oc::io 8J3omM.:>~ 80~6.:>3u oooMo.:>oo 

.:>c::iodu06~('1)o 8.:>Jo~(T)6oc::iou a0 8(T)u03.:>8~o ,:,('l)Goo()c::i ~.) a08~0(T)B.:>~ 6.:>M8f'lo(T)ooc::i 

d.:>c::i.:>doou m.:>30Go ~.:>oooom.:> ~,:, Gobo-GoB.:>3MJOOom . .30('1)3oc::i 00Bmb303.:>oo U.:>(JO.:>M­

o.:> 8~J3Mob bo(T)o.:>oo 3.:>6c::i.:>3oo(Jc::' (T)mb (Jd3oc::iou d.:>c::id'bo: ,,b.:>MJo6o d.:>c::i.:>do, J.:>G­

.30, ()Mo6obo ~,:, (T)d('l)bo ~0 oobo6o 8.:>m6o" [26. 10]. Bobom.:>, M(T)0f'lMG 3bo~.:>3m, 

,:,(1) oo~ou .:>8 d3oc::io d.:>c::i.:>dooou 6(Jub.:>oo. Bobom.:> ~.:>.:>MUJO(J~o.:> B(T)330.:>6ooom d.:>­
Mmc::iob 8JM3D 6,:,(118,:,('l)mo 8o~ou BooM: ,,~.:> 8o~f'lo~.:> oM.:>~B.:>6, M(T)8oc::iu.:> 'bo BGb-

I 0060.:i8060 ol>M.:iac:::iol> 12 ~C'180(!?.:>6 OM01-aM010 ~C'18ol> 8.:i8.:i801.:i3.:iMo, O.:lJC'10-ol>M.:iac:::iol> 8:.iCl -

30(!?0 ';'.)8(3MC'1l>o Cl3oc:::io.:i. oa6o.:i8o6ol> ~C'18o, d~C'1 O';'.)Q?.:ll> l>.:i8o~(T)L> 0M01-0M010 Clo8d86oc:::io.:i 

o';'.1'1?.:il> ~C'1801.:i6 :.JM01.:>Q? . .:i~md8';'.Jc:::' d3:.JtJ.:>6.:iClo , 8C'1l>ol> c:::'C'1(33.:>-J';'.)Mmba3001 OMoC'1 ooM';'.Jl>.:i­
c:::io8o (!?.:> 8ol>o Q?.:>l>.:i3c:::ia010 Clo8C'10.:iMo6o (8oC'1M:.J l>'.li:';'.Jc:::'o, 33: 12) (44. 87-88). 

461 



om0l> j0~0jo Q?0o6tiM" 030806Mol> 6t10MM (26. 11] 8obomol> 11Q?06t1000" MM0MM(3 

l>08o~(Y) Mo'bo!:Qo6oool>, L>0&0b&(Y) j0~0jol> ~MM80Moo0 "8(Y)doo3011 j0Mm~ol>M
11

-l> 

8oboi:Q3om l>M()~!:Q000 j0Mm~ol> 8o(3bMo 8o~ol> 80Mo06ol> !:QMMI.>: ,,806 0~00060 

8obom00 j0~0jo" (26. 11 ]. 8. l>060dol> 0b0~0 JM1'161'1~1'10oom 0M0&806 I 80~1'10Q?0 

d3. 6. 143-125 66, b(Y)~(Y) 8ol>o 808J3o!:J?Mo 8oM0060 d3. 6. 125-110 66. (31. 27). o0-
L>0008ol>0!:J?, 00M0o~oool> !:J?08J30Q?M000 j0Mm~ol> !:J?OQ?0j0~0joo 8obom000 ob0Q?o0 

8bM~M!:J? 8ol>o !:J?00Ml>oool> oo8!:J?Oo II l>0(JJ()6ol> 8o6(JM(J~Oo oj6ooM!:J?0 ool>0d~o­

oo~o. R3o6o 0'bMom ()0~Mol>0Q? l>06Q?1'1 OMM36(J~O JMl'160JOI.> ol> 81'160008000 l>M(J~ 

o01.>0008ol>Mo0000 0300606&0J()Mo b06ol> o0Md06-MM800~o 03&(Y)M0ool> 0 61'1o0om06 . 

.3~o6o(Jl> (J~MMl.>o (I l>.) oooMool> 8m030M j0~0j0Q? 11 JoM80G&()GG" (Hermastus) 06() 

- 0M80 'b-0M80l>oob0L> 0l>0bo~ool>, Ml'18o~oo ,,81:Qo60Mol> .30M0l>" 8!:J?oo0M01'101:Q0 (Plin. 

NH, I, 26) (2. 150). .3~060()!.>80 oool> 8obomol> 0Ml>o0Mo00, 800M08 ol> 8ol>m3ol> j0-

~0jol> L>&0&()l>ol> 8jM6o 0M 0Mol>. ool>0008ol>0Q? 801.> (JOM0~M!:J? .3(J6d&0!:!? - "8ol>bm0 

!:J?0l>0b~oo01:Q" (Moschorum Tractus) 8MobG06o0oL> (Plin. NH, 1, 37, V) [51. 156). 08 !:J?MMI.> 

ol> 0M(3 "urbs"-00, 00~036om oo8M'b~(J!:l?(J~O j0~0jo !:Q0 0M(3 ,,oppidium"-o, L>&M0&0-

0o(J~o 00800MOO(J~O 0!:J?0o~o, ol> (JOM0~1'1 i:Q0l>0b~oo()~o .3(J6j&o0; tractum-o, 

MM8o~oG 'b(Jl.>&01:!? 001:Q8Mo3G08l> 8ol> b0l>o0ml>, ol> 0063om0Moool> L>&0!:!?00'bo0 

(0b0~0 60M8M0Moo~o0!) M0(3 'b(Jl.>&01:!? 0l>0b03l> 08 8600360~1'1306 l>0303:M(Y) 0 'b0'l:Jo 

006~0300()~0 !:Q0l>0b~oool> 0()60001.> . .3&(Y)~o800Ml>ol> (II l>.) (361'100~ no01'1oM0~ool> 

l>0bo~8d~306o~Moo" 11 8obom0" ,,801.>~0&0" - 11Mi::crA.riia" oooMool> j0~0doool> (n6Af:t) 

Mo(3b3000, 0M80'b - 0M80J&OJ0 - ApµaKnKa-l>m06 oMm0Q? (Ptol. Geo. II, 1) [16. 

46). 11Q?O!:J?O 8obocnol>" &0Mo&\'1Mo0'bo R0&0M00()~80 0MJOl'1~1'1oO(JM80 00mbM0080, 

Ml'18o~l>00 6~oool> 006803~1'10000 0J0!:J?. 0. 0qpjodo bo~8d~3060~1'10Q?0, 80&0!:!? 

l>0tj(JM0!:J?~OOM OO!:J?OoOOO 8Mo3(30. 08 0b0~0 8M60008ooom ol>&MMO(J~O 8obomol> 

&0Mo&MM00, b0Mm3ol>ol> 8mo~o .3oMo8o&Mo 0m3ol>oo(J~o0 d3o~o !:Q0 0b0~0 60~­

m0~Moob3oool> 80~60 'bo. o01'1~M0o(JMO 8M60008ooom 806081:!?0 0j 0M003ol> l>08M­

dM0M l>o3Moo0. J0M00!:J? R06l> 0~6006()~0 3om0M000 L>3odoobM3~ol> 8081:Qoo0Mo 

&oMo&MMooo'boo, MM8o~oo ,,8MJG03M j0Mm~ol>011l>" .. d308(Y) l>08Mmb01.>0 0060" 

8!:J?000MOMol> 06() l>08o~(Y) 00~00 (26. 38-39); 0d 68. 6o6M8 (3bM0 m30 0(3bM3M0. 

L>.30000~(JM0!:Q 0d 003~00()~80 l.>0JM6&M(Y)~(Y)-l>&M0&00M0~0()~80 jM0~0080 

01.>omo l>()M0mo 8M0300: 'bo!:J?0, m0608o!:J?MM30 l>0l>o0M(J~M !:J?M6o!:Q06 0,60 8 l>ol>jol> 

J(J8()l>M3060 !:J?00M03oool> oo8!:J?Oo !:J?0~ojl>oM!:J?0 doMom0Q?o, 8d~03Mo 0b. 6. I-III 

l>0()J()6ooool> J(J~&(JM(J~o ~060 0,90 8-ol> l>o8d~03Mol>0 [18. 28). !:l?O!:l?0d060, O· 6. 

80&oM0Jo, Ml'18o~'bo!:J?0o !:J?0~(Jd6oo(J~o0 0!:!?0800601.> 81'1~3060Mo0L>m06 !:Q0J03ooM0-

o(J~o 0300606&0J(JMO b06ol> 0M&0~0d&ooo 81:Qo60MO(J~o d30-~MM~om, 0~08om0 

!:J?0 Motiol> j30oom, 0~3o()Mn !:J?0oM030ool> ooi:Qo00CQ 60M81'18!:J?00M0. 01.>00 0M00-

3nl> Mot160Mo. t130~0'bo 0!:QMO(J~n 0MJOM~M0n()Mn 801.>0~0 0j 0b. 6. I l>0(JJ(J6om 

m0Mo~!:Qoo0. 8obomol> t130~0'bo 0!:J?MO(J~o 0MJOl'1~M0n()Mn 0M&o~0d&ooo, 0Mjo­

M~M0o()Mo 801.>0~0 d3o~o !:J?0 0b0~0 6o~m0~Moob3oonl> 80~601.> 0060J(Jm36000. 

8obomol> l>0d0~0jM l>080MM306'bo o~o6ol>&(JMO b06nl> l>080Mbooo 60M8M!:J?o06o~n 
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.:>M .:>Mou . .:id 8b(Y)~(Y)CQ d3o~o CQ.:> 0b0~0 6o~m0~Moob3ooou 803G60'bo R6CQ000 u0d0-

~0d(Y) 8(Y)u0b~o(Y)oou u0cn~030oo [4. 30]. 8obomou oo68M.:>~(JM 6060~00 R.:i80Mo­

O(J~80 <loCQ.:iM0oom 80 oM0 80u<l80oou 0Mdo(Y)~(Y)3o(JM80 30mbMoo80 (CQ~0306CQo~o 
CQ03om 0~80Clo6oo~ou d()R.:i) 308(Y)03~060 330060680J()Mo b.:i6ou I-IV u.:>(JJ(J600oou 

8obomou, 58. 6o6(Y)u o.3(Y)dou u0d0~0d(Y) (J06ou OMmo 8(Y)6.:>J3omo. ou00 20 8-u uo3-

Mdou0 CQ0 3 8-8CQO uo306ou 306M(Y) d(JR.:>. 8ou 3.:>tJ(Y)~oo0 'bo, (Y)Mo30 8b0Mou 8o3GMom 

R0tj(Y)~OO(J~00 u0ob(Y)3Mooo~o u.:ib~ooo, 603000 MOtJOU.) CQ0 cn~omo~o d30U 5tj(Y)­

oom. OMm-oMm u.:ib~Clo mobou bo~0CQ0Clo 0~8(Y)R6CQ0 CQ.:>3M0360~0 mbo~o (Y)dM(Y)u 

'lJOM'lJ080 - 033.:>M(Y)'bo, 0M080()~0 5.:iM50Mom (28. 4 I; 38. 95- 127]. ou00 J~.:>uo­

J()Mo 8o.3ou ooM.:>(J~o 033.:>M(Y)'bo, 08()~080, M(Y)8o~oo ,,00M008 u00M0u dou" J(Jm-

360~0000. ooM.:>(J~o 5ouou m060b80CQ 8cn~(Y)oo~ou u.:ibo~o (Y)mb3GOM obuo60000 

033.:>M(Y)'boo, M(Y)8o~u00 R30()~00M03 tJo~m06, U0U(J~OOM(Y) .3oMooo JO O(JO~'bo 

080MooCQ606 . .:iuomn 803o()Mo 08()~08000 cn0Mm(Y)CQ OtJ(Y) 303MGO~Oo()~o 3300606-

80J()Mo b.:i6ou ooM.:>(J~ tJ(Y)cn.:iClo [64. 3-30]. 8ouo 0~8(Y)Ro60 .:>CQ.:>U8(JMOou 8obom0Clo 

8M.:>CQoGo()~o ooM.:i(J~o ob(Y)3Mooou 5ouou .:i('Y)uoo(Y)o.:>u. ooM.:>(J~o mo8ou .:>Muoo(Y)­

oou a0u.:ib0o 30CQ8(Y)oo8ooo xrx u.:>(JJ(J6o8CQo a08(Y)o60b0 8obomo~m0 ou8(Y)MO(J~80 

80bu(Y)3M(Y)o08 [52. 15]. M(Y)3(Y)MG 'b08(Y)m 0~36oo60m, 3-:i~(Jmou ob(Y)3M0oou oo68Mu 

uo603(Y)30 60M8(Y).:>CQ306CQ0. ou, R30()~00Mo3, ooM.:>(J~o J(Y)8.30d8()Mo CQ.:>u0b~oo0m0 

J3.:>M80~ou oo68MClo 8CQ000Mo(Y)oCQ0, ()(3b(Y) 0130~nu0306 u0080CQ(Y)CQ tQ0(3(J~o [47. 

56-68]. ,,8(Y)doo300 d.:iMOJ~OU0Q " 803306006oou JOCQ03 OMOJ u00680MOU(Y) CQ08.:>~'bo: 

d.:iMm(J~ - JOM0(J~ MJ~030(JM (JMalOJMaJ(Y)00aJ0 tJ(Y)30~CQ~O(JM(Y)00U M(Y)8 0u0b-

03u. ,,Clo-M0u 80 - 3uo010 uo8tJ(J.:>u0 00M0o~m0 m060" [26. 70]. M.:>(3 60Cl603u, M(Y)8 

60M80M01oou oo('Y)0o~oom06 u0()0Mou.:iu uocnMmbo~o (J6CQ.:i 308(Y)0Ro6001. u.:im06.:>CQ(Y) 

.308030 8oo'b~(Y)m ,,CQOCQo ~8oMmou 0M80'bou.:im3ou" CQ.:> .:iM 3008tJ~0360006001 M0-

~03n()Mo 5ouooo. 

ooM.:>J~m.:i (Y)M306o'b.:ioo()~o oo68Mou un603(Y)3ou 8003o(Y)oom b(Y)M(300~CQO­

o(Y)CQ0 J.:>300Mo, 8o5oM-8(Y)50MOoo ub30 JOM.:>(J~ 30~(Jmoo0106. 8obomou uo603(Y)3ou 
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"THE CONVERSION OF KARTLI" AND MTSKHETA GALUT 
IN THE LATE ANCIENT AGE 

Guram Lortkipanize, Guram Kipiani 

SUMMARY 

The ancient Georgian historic annals "The Conversion of Kartli" (9th century) provides 

detailed evidence on the Mtskheta Jewish diaspora - Galut of the 1st-4th centuries A.D. The 

authenticity of the evidence is testified by archeological artifacts. Mtskheta was formed as a 

city in the second half of the 2nd century B.C. From that time it had been Galut, Jews' compact, 

semiautonomous community (tab. I) in the new capital of Iberia (Kartli). The centre of its 

cultural and economic life was a synagogue of basilica type made of column stone, the ruins of 

which were found under the ruins of Gethsimany cathedral of late feudal age (tab. 3-5) . During 

the dissemination process of Christianity in 320-326 A.D., in which Jewish proselytes played a 

major role, the synagogue was transformed into a church by St. Nino from Cappadocia. It was 

the first Christian church in Mtskheta where representatives of the Georgian highest aristocracy 

were christened as well as members of the royal family. Archeological excavations have revealed 

a segment of the building which supposedly was a school (Beit Midrash) as well as a 4th century 

golden amulet with a 29-line inscription in Aramaic. The inscription mentions "Abraham Sara's 

son" four times. 
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