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Abstract

In the second half of the fifteenth century, following the dissolution of the
unified Georgian state and the emergence of new Georgian kingdoms and principalities, the
territorial and administrative structure of the country underwent significant transformation.
In particular, large feudal hierarchical and political entities—satavados (feudal lordships)—
were formed. Among these was the Tsereteli feudal lordship, which played a crucial role in
the military-political, socio-economic, legal, and ecclesiastical-cultural life of the Kingdom of
Imereti during the sixteenth to eighteenth centuries.

The importance and elevated status of the Tsereteli lordship are clearly
demonstrated by the numerous villages and dependent estates, as well as the fortresses and
palace-residences, that belonged to the Tsereteli family. The place and role of the Tseretelis in
the life of the Kingdom of Imereti in the sixteenth to eighteenth centuries, and in Georgian
history more broadly, are no less clearly reflected in their ktitorial (patronage) activities, that
is, the various forms of service and support they provided to churches and monasteries.
Nevertheless, despite its multifaceted significance, this issue has never before been the subject
of specialized scholarly research.

The present study represents a modest attempt to address this
historiographical gap. Its aim is to examine, from a historical and source-critical perspective,
the objectives, nature, and outcomes of the ktitorial contributions made by individual

members of the Tsereteli lordship to specific churches and monasteries, as well as the



obligations and responsibilities assumed by these ecclesiastical institutions toward the
Tsereteli family.

In addition to the study of the ktitorial activities of the Tsereteli lordship, the
research addresses a number of related issues, including the stages of development of the
Tsereteli feudal lordship, the geographical distribution of the estates within it, and the
fortresses and palace-residences owned by the Tseretelis. Particular attention is devoted to an
overview of the history of churches and monasteries that were originally built, painted, and
adorned under Tsereteli patronage, as well as those that initially belonged to other noble

families and were later transferred into Tsereteli ownership.



