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Abstract

Abstract in English

The paper examines the history of the Monastery of the Ghvtaeba of Martkopi from the
6th to the 18th centuries. The monastery was founded by one of the Thirteen Assyrian Fathers,
Anton Martkopeli, and represented a powerful religious and educational center in the medieval

period.

The paper analyzes various types of written sources, including narrative texts, historical
documents, epigraphic monuments, hagiographic works, hymnographic texts, and others, which
have survived in relatively limited numbers. Although these written sources are not particularly
rich in information, based on the results of their analysis, an attempt has been made to reconstruct,
as fully as possible, the continuous history of the Monastery of Martkopi from its foundation to
the end of the 18th century.

In addition to discussing the history of the Monastery of Martkopi, the paper briefly
reviews issues related to the identity of the Assyrian Fathers, the time of their arrival and
settlement in Kartli, and the geography of their settlement. It also addresses, in general, the
significant contribution of the Assyrian Fathers, and in particular Anton Martkopeli, to the

strengthening of Christianity in Georgia.

The paper also presents the results of field research conducted by the author, specifically
a brief description and characterization of the architectural monuments of the Monastery of
Martkopi, as well as information on the current number of monks residing in the monastery, their

daily activities, and their way of life.
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