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Abstract

This master's thesis explores the dynamics and mechanisms of anti-European propaganda in
Georgia following the granting of EU candidate status. The relevance of the research is
underscored by the abrupt shift in the country's foreign policy trajectory and the radical

transformation of the ruling elite's rhetoric toward the European Union.

The aim of the study is to determine how and for what purpose propagandistic narratives are
employed to delegitimize the European integration process. The research utilizes a qualitative
methodology, specifically discourse analysis of media content from the TV channel "Imedi" and
expert interviews. The theoretical framework is built upon social constructivism, framing theory,

and the mechanisms of propaganda.

The research findings reveal that anti-European propaganda in Georgia is systemic and represents
a strategic choice by the ruling elite to consolidate power. The study demonstrates that the
government has re-represented the European Union from a "partner" into a "hostile force" that

allegedly threatens national sovereignty.

In conclusion, the thesis argues that state propaganda deliberately delegates responsibility to
Western partners (scapegoating), framing the domestic democratic backsliding and the
obstruction of the European integration process as a necessary defense of national interests in the

eyes of the electorate.

Keywords: Anti-European propaganda, European Union, TV Imedi, Georgia.



