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Abstract 

In the contemporary, conflicted world in which this work was written, the discussion of the role 

of universal unity and peace assumes particular significance. The paper analyzes the 

characteristics of the Tbilisi “International Society for Krishna Consciousness” against the 

backdrop of Indian inclusiveness and Georgian culture, which reveals the complex dynamics 

between the exclusive and pluralistic theological framework. 

The paper discusses J. Hick's pluralistic theological framework as a new paradigm in theology, 

which promotes peaceful coexistence, mutual recognition and mutual respect, even among 

different religious traditions. In contrast, exclusive theology creates strict boundaries by 

emphasizing the uniqueness of its doctrines and the feeling of possessing absolute truth, which 

leads to mutual rejection and causes conflicts and wars between people. 

The aim of the research is to study the attitude of the Tbilisi “International Society for Hare 

Krishna Consciousness” towards other Indian traditions using the theoretical framework of J. 

Hick. Traditionally, Hinduism is distinguished by pluralistic theological views, which are brought 

up from their philosophy and practice, while the attitude of the “Krishna Society” shows signs of 

exclusivity, which contrasts with the inherent inclusive/pluralistic nature of Hinduism. 

Based on the aim of the research, the paper discusses the inclusive model of Hinduism and the 

feeling of superiority of the members of the Krishna Consciousness Society, which will allow us 

to think about what religions can learn from the inclusiveness of Hinduism, perhaps the pluralistic 

model of Hinduism can become a medium that will allow us to open channels of communication 

between different religious traditions. 

The research method used is the phenomenological design of qualitative research. The research 

included semi-structured interviews. In addition to interviews, the research included 

participatory/engaged observation. The data were analyzed using thematic analysis. 

The results of the research demonstrate the theological framework of inclusive Hindus and 

exclusive non-Hindu Krishna community members, which is discussed in the light of J. Hick’s 
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pluralistic theory, which emphasizes the need for pluralistic theology to establish universal peace 

in an interconnected world. 

This study can be considered a contribution to knowledge, as academic research on this topic has 

not been created in the Georgian academic context to date. 

Keywords: Hinduism, Interreligious dialogue, Pluralism, Inclusion, Exclusivism, Ecumenism, 

ISKCON, International Society for Krishna Consciousness. 
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