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Abstract

The master’s thesis “The Life and Activity of Giorgi-Malakia Abashidze, the De Facto King of
Imereti” offers a comprehensive analysis of the personal and public life of one of the most
influential feudal lords of the Kingdom of Imereti in the late seventeenth and early eighteenth
centuries. The research aims to identify and reinterpret those aspects of Abashidze’s biography
and political career that have so far remained obscure or insufficiently studied. Special attention
is given to details of his personal life (origin, marriages, offspring, circumstances of his monastic
tonsure, and clarification of his birth date) as well as his socio-political activity, including his
political engagements, struggle for power, negotiated agreements, strategic approaches, and the

major stages of his career.

The study is based on a wide range of sources, including narrative texts, legal and administrative
documents, wills and notes at the end of manuscripts, copies of epigraphic material, and relevant
historiographical literature. The analysis of these materials enables the placement of Giorgi-
Malakia Abashidze’s career within a broader historical context and offers a new perspective on

the dynamics of feudal relations in western Georgia.

The thesis significantly contributes to the understudied aspects of the history of the Kingdom of
Imereti in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, brings renewed attention to a prominent yet
overshadowed historical figure, and represents one of the most detailed and comprehensive

studies on Giorgi Abashidze, thereby enriching the existing body of Georgian historiography.
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