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Abstract

Contemporary Georgia is positioned at the epicenter of an acute socio-political and
ideological confrontation, where the country’s geopolitical trajectory and the resilience
of its democratic institutions are subjected to systemic pressures. The anti-government
protests of 2024-2025 constitute a direct manifestation of this conflict, evidencing
society’s increasing resistance to the government’s efforts to institutionalize
authoritarian norms. Within this rapidly shifting and high-risk environment,
characterized by an intensified level of state repression, a rigorous examination of queer
community engagement becomes critically important. The principal aim of this study
is to investigate how the strategies of resistance, self-perception, and intra-community
communication among queer Georgians are reshaped under conditions in which their

existence and visibility are exposed to imminent threat.

The findings reveal that heightened state repression has precipitated a significant
tactical transformation within queer activism. First, the community has adopted a
strategy of deliberate invisibility and self-censorship, representing a form of tactical
minimization of visible resistance. Within this approach, primary efforts are directed
toward strengthening networks of mutual care and ensuring the physical and
psychological safety of community members. A second essential finding indicates that,
in contexts of severe repression, the assertion of one’s existence and identity becomes
a central mode of resistance in itself. Third, despite the community’s participation in
the protests, respondents reported a persistent sense of isolation and inadequate

solidarity from other participants within broader protest groups.

Keywords: queer community, protest, activism, repression, politics of visibility,

survival.
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