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Abstract

This thesis examines corporeal traces in contemporary experimental novels—Anna
Burns’s Milkman and Han Kang’'s The Vegetarian—and in twentieth-century poetic texts by
Esma Oniani Betsvis Khidi (The Razor’s Edge ) and Mariam Aleksidze (Marijan) Raw Material.
It argues that in these works the body functions not only as an active agent in the formation of
consciousness but also reshapes the formal structure of the text, embodying experience within
language. Through a trans contextual dialogue, the analysed texts generate a distinctive form of
knowledge grounded in a non-dualistic, material-ideational process of meaning-making.
Drawing on postcritical reading practices and the theoretical framework of new materialism, the
study explores how the boundary between body and language dissolves, allowing the body to

emerge as a central agent in narration and the production of meaning.

Keywords: corporeality; embodiment; new materialism; postcritical reading; diffraction;
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