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Abstract

This study examines the mechanisms through which collective memory and cultural identity
are formed in Georgian children’s literature at the turn of the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries. It argues that children’s texts of this period do not function merely as pedagogical
or aesthetic practices but constitute a structured space for the transmission of cultural memory,

in which ideological meanings are normalized through narrative and generic mechanisms.

The central argument of the study is that nationalism operates as the dominant ideological
framework within the examined chronological scope. Although reproduced in different forms
in children’s literature, it retains structural continuity. The article demonstrates that the key
mechanism sustaining this continuity is the dual-layered discourse of children’s texts, through
which the socialization of the child and the stabilization of cultural meanings occur
simultaneously. The analysis focuses on the organization of genre, narrative perspective, and
cultural codes, showing that genre in children’s literature functions as a form of memory
transmission that determines the modes of preservation and centralization of meaning.
Particular attention is paid to the chronotope of the city as the space in which the national
narrative acquires social form and the norms of belonging to a collective image are tested and

reinforced.

The study is based on an interdisciplinary methodology that integrates theories of children’s
literature, critical discourse analysis, and approaches from memory studies. The findings
demonstrate that Georgian children’s literature of the period under consideration constitutes
an organized system of collective memory through which national identity is narratively

reproduced from one generation to the next.

Key Words: children’s Iiterature; collective memory; cultural identity; ideological discourse;

national narrative; Georgian literature (19th-20th centuries)



