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Abstract

This study analyzes the emergence, global circulation, and local adaptation of

contemporary ultra-right discourses through the case of post-socialist Georgia,

particularly against the backdrop of political developments that unfolded between

2022 and 2025. The research employs methods of comparative analysis, case study,

and critical discourse analysis (CDA) based on a multidisciplinary theoretical

framework that draws on sociological, political, historical, and critical theories. In

examining the Georgian context, the central research question concerns how the

import of global culture wars is implemented and what impact this process has on

social cohesion.

The theoretical framework of the thesis demonstrates that contemporary ultra-

right discourses - whose ascendancy during the given period we refer to in this

work as a 'post-fascist' phenomenon - actually function as mechanisms that disrupt

forms and possibilities of social cohesion through the production of 'pseudo-

conflicts,' the construction of 'enemy images,' the 'divide and rule' principle, and

other strategies, which becomes possible primarily through the implementation of

global culture wars in local contexts. The research shows that these discourses are

largely imported and adapted and/or translated according to context.

Based on the theoretical and methodological framework, the research analyzes

the aforementioned phenomenon through the operationalization of seven key

discursive variables. The empirical section focuses primarily on the 2022-2025

period, when radical political and ideological shifts occurred in Georgia against the

backdrop of the 'foreign agents' law and other decisions/reforms.

The main findings of the research are that the ultra-right discourse, which we

see increasingly powerfully in Georgia, including in the official politics of the

ruling party, is not an authentic phenomenon arising from local social or political

context, but rather an imported and adapted version of global ultra-right
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narratives, whose establishment in mainstream politics and radicalization begins

after 2022. These processes already demonstrate concrete social consequences;

specifically, the research observes how this discourse affects manifestations and

possibilities of social unity, trust, and solidarity, interferes with forms of social

reproduction, and deepens social fragmentation against the backdrop of ongoing

global and local crises.

Keywords: ultra-right discourses, post-fascism, culture wars, social cohesion,

critical discourse analysis, populist radical right, post-socialist transition, nativism,

social reproduction, enemy image construction, glocalization, Georgia


