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Abstract (English)

This master’s thesis examines the transformation of the image of prisoners in Georgia
following the 2024 parliamentary elections, with particular attention to the socio-
political context that reshaped the public meaning of imprisonment. The research
focuses on post-election developments, including political statements by the ruling
authorities, key declarations made on November 28, continuous protest movements, the
use of force by law enforcement agencies, mass detentions, and the intensification of

administrative and criminal prosecutions.

The study draws upon analyses and assessments published by international
organizations, local non-governmental organizations, legal experts, and critical media
outlets, many of which highlight that a significant number of detainees are perceived
not as ordinary offenders but as victims of politically motivated prosecution. Within
this discourse, the concepts of “political prisoners” and “prisoners of conscience” have
gained prominence, fundamentally challenging and reshaping the traditionally negative

social image associated with imprisonment.

The primary objective of the thesis is to analyze how and under what conditions
prisoners have come to be perceived as symbols of protest, civic resistance, and moral
legitimacy. The research demonstrates that this transformation is not merely an
emotional or spontaneous public reaction, but rather the result of the interaction
between media narratives, political discourse, civic solidarity, and repressive practices.
Consequently, the image of the prisoner in post-2024 Georgia emerges not only as a
legal status, but as a social and symbolic phenomenon actively involved in the

representation of contemporary political reality.



