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This thesis explores the impact of fear-based political propaganda on contemporary Georgian
society, with a special focus on the government-driven narrative “Do you want war?” (in
Georgian: ,,005, mdo 20b@sm?“), which has become dominant in pro-government media and
political rhetoric since 2022. The research aims to reveal how such fear-driven narratives function
in public perception, what psychological mechanisms they employ, and how different audience

segments respond to these messages.

Methodologically, the thesis employs a mixed-methods approach: it provides a qualitative
discourse and content analysis of pro-government and opposition media, as well as satirical
platforms, and quantitatively analyzes data from an online survey of 107 respondents,
highlighting demographic, sociocultural, and informational patterns in how the message is

perceived either critically or trustfully.

The main findings indicate that most of the audience perceives the message as a tool of political
manipulation, yet its effectiveness increases among those with higher trust in the government or
government-affiliated media. Opposition-minded and media-literate groups tend to show greater
skepticism, while satirical and critical counterpropaganda is effective primarily among younger
audiences. The thesis concludes that the fear-based narrative strategically leverages the
psychological mechanisms of historical trauma and emotional coding, but its long-term impact

largely depends on the level of media literacy and democratic participation in Georgian society.



