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Abstract

Zoonotic diseases such as brucellosis, anthrax, and rabies continue to pose significant public
health and veterinary threats in Georgia. Their persistence reflects the challenges of intersectoral
coordination, low public awareness, and a lack of integrated management systems. In light of these
challenges, it becomes increasingly relevant to evaluate the One Health approach, which emphasizes
the coordinated management of human, animal, and environmental health. This study aims to assess
the effectiveness of brucellosis, anthrax, and rabies control in Georgia within the framework of the
One Health approach. It examines the collaboration between different sectors—particularly public
health and veterinary services—in the prevention and control of these zoonotic diseases. The
research evaluates existing policies, management mechanisms, and practical measures to identify the
systemic strengths and weaknesses. The main objectives of the study are to reveal gaps in
intersectoral collaboration and preventive actions, to explore how the control of animal diseases
impacts human health, and to present recommendations for the effective prevention and
management of zoonotic diseases through an integrated One Health approach. The research is based
on a descriptive epidemiological analysis covering the years 2020-2024, complemented by a
qualitative study that involved online interviews with five respondents—three epidemiologists and
two epidemiologist-veterinarians. The questionnaire consisted of six open-ended questions. The
analysis of the spread of zoonotic diseases—particularly brucellosis, anthrax, and rabies—in Georgia
has revealed that, despite certain progress, the disease control system remains fragmented and
insufficiently coordinated. A lack of unified collaboration has been identified, limiting timely
response and preventive measures. Full integration of the One Health approach continues to pose a
challenge, hindering the protection of both human and animal health. Effective management of
zoonotic diseases requires the integrated implementation of the One Health approach, which relies
on coordinated efforts between the veterinary, public health, and environmental protection sectors.
It is recommended to establish unified monitoring and response mechanisms, and to simplify data-

sharing processes. Additionally, the adoption of successful international practices and the



strengthening of the existing legislative framework are crucial steps toward reducing zoonotic risks

and safeguarding public health.
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