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Abstract 

The research topic of this Master's thesis focuses on identifying barriers to tourism 

development in Akhaltsikhe Municipality, determining ways to overcome them, and 

developing recommendations for the effective utilization of its tourism potential. The research 

was based on Butler's Tourism Area Life Cycle (TALC) theoretical model and involved both 

quantitative and qualitative research methods. 

The study confirmed that the region is in the initial stages of tourism development and 

continues to face numerous infrastructural, socio-cultural, and economic barriers. The 

insufficient number of accommodation and dining facilities, infrastructural problems 

including poor roads and communal services, as well as information gaps, significantly restrict 

the development of tourism services and visitor satisfaction in the municipality. However, the 

study also revealed a high motivation among the local population and businesses to engage in 

tourism activities and create new businesses, which increases the sector's development 

potential. 

The thesis first highlighted the dual role of ethnic diversity in the region – as both an element 

of tourist attractiveness and a barrier to development. A "Before/After" and cross-regional 

comparison was also conducted, demonstrating the positive impact of cultural heritage 

rehabilitation on economic development, as clearly seen in the example of Akhaltsikhe's 

Rabati Castle. 

The research findings provide a basis for determining the direction of necessary investments 

for tourism development and formulating a sustainable tourism policy in the region. Particular 

attention was paid to identifying the opportunities for agritourism and culinary tourism, which 

are based on the unique ethnic diversity and local products. 
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Ultimately, the thesis emphasizes the necessity of a multi-faceted, coordinated, and inclusive 

policy that brings together local government, community members, businesses, and state 

structures, which will contribute to the full realization of Akhaltsikhe's tourism potential. 

Key Words: Akhalkalaki municipality,  tourist infrastructure,  tourism development. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



vi 
 

მადლობა 

მადლობა კურსის ხელმძღვანელს, ქალბატონ თეონა თავდიშვილს, გაწეული 

დახმარებისთვის. ასევე მადლობა კვლევაში მონაწილე ყველა პირს, ადგილობრივებს, 

დარგის ექსპერტებს გაწეული დახმარებისთვის და მათი ცოდნის, დარგობრივი 

ექსპერტიზის გაზიარებისთვის. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


