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Abstract

The use of black propaganda in political communication poses a major challenge, especially for
post-Soviet countries where Russian influence remains significant. In this context, the Kremlin
actively employs soft power mechanisms to exert control over internal political processes in

neighboring states and promote anti-Western narratives within their societies.

This master’s thesis investigates Russian information influence within the propaganda strategies
employed by the ruling Georgian Dream party during the legislative process for the so-called
“foreign agents law.” The research focuses specifically on April-May 2024 and offers a strategic
analysis of Georgian Dream’s narrative propaganda. The study draws on a range of theoretical



frameworks, including the concept of black propaganda, L.J. Shrum’s cultivation theory, Noam
Chomsky’s “necessary illusion,” and Jacques Gerstlé’s theories of political communication.
Together, these theories offer a comprehensive lens through which to analyze the techniques and
strategies of information warfare adopted by Georgian Dream.

The thesis also provides a comparative overview of the Russian, Hungarian, and Slovak cases and
examines the development of anti-Western propaganda in Georgia, as well as the actors involved
in promoting Russian influence domestically. Methodologically, the research applies Alister
Miskimmon’s strategic narrative framework to analyze statements made by Georgian Dream
political leaders during the legislative campaign for the foreign agents law. This analysis identifies
strong similarities between the narrative structures used by Georgian Dream and those employed
by the Kremlin. Similar patterns were also found in the government propaganda rhetoric of
Hungary and Slovakia, raising serious concerns about Russian influence on Georgian Dream’s

agenda.

Ultimately, the thesis concludes that Georgian Dream’s rhetoric during the promotion of the
foreign agents law aimed—intentionally or not—to cultivate anti-Western sentiment within
Georgian civil society. As a result, Georgia’s vulnerability to Russian influence and susceptibility
to propaganda increased significantly.

Keywords: Political communication, Black propaganda, Narrative propaganda, Russian
propaganda, Anti-Western propaganda, “foreign agents law,” strategic narrative, foreign agent,

transparency law.
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