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Abstract

Following the 2024 parliamentary elections in Georgia, a sustained protest movement
emerged. The expression of public dissatisfaction with specific political actions constitutes a
fundamental pillar of democratic governance, enabling citizens to voice dissent, influence
public policy formation, and demand government accountability. For emerging democracies
like Georgia, the dynamics of protest represent a critical test of civic resilience and political

maturity.

This master’s thesis examines the first 120 days of post-election protests in Georgia,
aiming to analyze the dynamics of protest behavior, the repertoire of collective actions, public
attitudes toward various protest forms, and the dominant trends characterizing this period.
The research represents one of the first comprehensive efforts to examine the post-election

protests in Georgia in such detail.

A mixed-methods approach was employed, including a quantitative survey (with 267
respondents), media content analysis, and visual content analysis. The theoretical framework
is based on Charles Tilly’s concept of repertoires of contention and Doug McAdam’s political

process theory.

The study identifies five key phases in the protest cycle — clarifying & mobilizing,
activation, confrontation, mass marches, and stabilization - and maps public sentiment toward
the tactics used within each phase. The findings reveal strong support among the target
audience (those dissatisfied with the election results) for nonviolent forms of resistance -
particularly protest marches and strategic road blockades - while violent and radical tactics
were broadly rejected. Transparency, strategic planning, and coherent communication

emerged as essential elements for public trust and mobilization effectiveness.

Keywords: Political Communication, Protest, Repertoires of Contention, Elections, Political

Process Theory, Georgia 2024
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