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Abstract

This master’s thesis aims to explore the impact of public awareness and engagement on the
effectiveness of cancer screening programs in Georgia. Against the backdrop of a growing trend
in cancer incidence in the country, the efficiency of screening programs has become critically
important both in terms of public health and healthcare management. The core research question
concerns the factors that influence the population’s knowledge, attitudes, and participation in

screening initiatives.

The study employs a quantitative research methodology and is based on an online questionnaire
completed by 345 respondents from different age groups and regions of Georgia. The data analysis
allowed for the identification of correlations between variables such as the influence of physician
recommendations, sources of information, and the alignment between subjective perception and
actual behavior in relation to screening.

The results indicate that a higher level of awareness, physician endorsement, and the perceived
importance of screening have a positive effect on participation rates. However, having
information does not always translate into action. Key barriers identified include limited
geographic accessibility of services, a lack of trust in service quality, and insufficient
communication within the primary healthcare system. Based on these findings, the thesis
proposes several recommendations focused on strengthening health communication, increasing
the active involvement of medical professionals, improving regional service access, and
implementing strategic public awareness campaigns.

The findings of this research are valuable for informing national healthcare policy
improvements and for guiding future studies that aim to refine the strengths and address the
weaknesses of existing screening programs.
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