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Abstract

Thesis explores the economic efficiency of investments in preventive medicine in Georgia.
Although preventive interventions are often considered cost-effective in the long term, their
share in the national healthcare budget remains limited. The aim of the study is to assess the
economic justification for financing preventive medicine and to examine how this issue is

perceived by both the general public and healthcare professionals.

The research is based on a mixed-methods approach. Qualitative data were collected through in-
depth interviews with five selected experts in this field. Quantitative data were obtained from 155
respondents using a standardized questionnaire. The quantitative analysis employed regression

methods to identify singificant trends and correlations.

The qualitative analysis revealed a strong consensus among experts regarding the long-term
economic justification of preventive medicine. However, participants emphasized bureaucratic
barriers, insufficient funding and the misallocation of priorities within the healthcare system. The
quantitative findings showed that the majority of respondents perceive preventive medicine as
important, yet only one-fourth beleive that it is adequately prioritized by the government. The
analysis also showed a clear influence of employmet status and geographic location on attitudes

toward preventive healthcare.



The results indicate that the economic potential of preventive medicine in Georgia is not being
fully utilized. Both healthcare professionals and the public highlight the unequal distribution of
financial and administrative resources within the system. Revisiting existing approaches and
developing new strategies could enhance the sustainability of the healthcare system and reduce
treatment-related expenditures. This thesis contributes to the policy development process by
offering evidence-based insights for prioritizing preventive care within the national healthcare

agenda.

Key Words: Preventive medicine, economic efficiency, healthcare system.
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