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Abstract

Hepatitis C remains one of the most significant infectious diseases worldwide, posing a
serious public health challenge. Its chronic course and frequently asymptomatic nature
greatly hinder timely detection and effective management. Consequently, prevention, early
diagnosis, and treatment of hepatitis C are essential priorities for every national healthcare
system.

This study aims to evaluate the effectiveness of the hepatitis C screening program within
Georgia’s healthcare system. The analysis explores key aspects such as screening coverage,
access to diagnostic and treatment services, the prevalence of the infection, and the strategies
applied for identifying and managing infected individuals. Special attention is given to the
population’s awareness levels and the role of public health campaigns in supporting
successful screening outcomes.

The research examines the major barriers that limit the effectiveness of the screening
process. These challenges include shortages in financial and human resources, unequal access
to healthcare services across regions, and lack of sufficient public information. Notably, in
many cases, individuals do not proceed with treatment even after receiving a diagnosis—this
discontinuity =~ remains a  central challenge to the program’s  success.
Accordingly, the study presents recommendations aimed at improving both the screening
and treatment processes. These include strengthening digital management systems,
implementing targeted awareness campaigns, enhancing healthcare infrastructure at the
regional level, and introducing social support mechanisms.

In conclusion, the findings of this research provide a strong foundation for future reforms
that support the effective and sustainable implementation of Georgia’s national hepatitis C

elimination strategy.



