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Abstract

This dissertation argues that certain learned behaviors in non-human animals can be categorized
as cultural behaviors that require explanations beyond models of associative learning. Based on
Grant Ramsey's inclusive definition of culture, we analyze chimpanzee tool use, dolphin
"sponging" and meerkat learning behavior, i.e., behaviors that are characterized by flexibility,
goal-directedness, social transmission of information, and stability. An interpretive framework
based on intentionality, mental content, and representational format is proposed to explain these
patterns. This approach is justified from the perspective of mental representation theory,
particularly by integrating the positions of Dretske, Bermudez, and Tai, which provide a basis for
attributing structured, non-conceptual, or proto-conceptual mental states to animals without
anthropomorphism. The conclusion is that a theoretical framework of mental representation

offers the best, philosophically coherent explanation of animal culture.
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