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abstract

Against the backdrop of prevailing conceptions, female monarchy
was considered politically and theologically impossible in the middle
ages. Nevertheless, the coronation of Tamar in 12th- century Georgia
marked an unprecedented event in the country’s history. This thesis
aims to analyze the theological legitimation of Tamar’s reign through
medieval sources, specifically focusing on the sermon of Nikoloz
Gulaberisdze. The research follows two main directions: the potical
context and the theological-literary analysis of the sermon. Special
attention is given to the rhetorical strategies by which the author
frames female monarchy as divinely ordained. Using comparative
analysis, the thesis examines parallel cases of monarchical rule in the
western europian context, which further highlights the uniqueness of
Tamar’s coronation. The central argument of the study is that
Gulaberisdze’s sermon, which is not only a theological document but
also a political statement, designed to legitimize Tamar’s rule and
affirm the role of women within both religious and public spheres.



