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Abstract

The space of Russia has been repeatedly represented in Georgian literature, with this process
becoming particularly active in the 18th and 19th centuries. This period marks the signing of
the Treaty of Georgievsk between the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti and the Russian Empire,
followed by the annexation of Georgia by Russia. From that time on, Georgian diplomats,
envoys, and educated companions of the king frequently traveled to Russia. As a result, Russian

space became a significant element in Georgian travel literature.

The aim of this master’s thesis is to analyze how Russia is represented in 19th-century
Georgian travel narratives, using the framework of spatial studies and the narratological

category of description.

The research focuses on 19th-century prose texts of Georgian authors belonging to the travel
genre. The authors selected for this study left their homeland and went into exile for various
reasons. Some were forced to emigrate due to political unrest; others were summoned by
foreign rulers for political collaboration; in certain cases, foreign countries served as a peaceful

refuge for Georgians.

The theoretical framework for analyzing explicit textual data is based on spatial theory and

the narrative category of description.

The analysis of the texts reveals that Georgian authors represent Russian space through
architectural features, traditions, and depictions of people. In many cases, Russia is portrayed

as an imperialist space.

Keywords: representation of Russian space, travel genre, 19th-century Georgian literature



