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Abstract

This paper analyzes the emergence and development of the institution of mercenaries in
medieval Western Europe, Georgia and the Byzantine Empire. The main goal of the research
is to determine how and why various types of mercenary organizations (Varangians,
Landsknechts, Swiss mercenaries, Condottieri and various mercenary groups in Georgia) were
formed, functioned and declined in the medieval Western world. This paper is based on a
critical analysis of sources and uses both primary and secondary (modern scientific) literature.
The novelty and, one might say, the charm of the paper lies in the fact that the research can
be assessed as one of the first attempts to present this complex issue in a single work and to
conduct a multifaceted comparative study of mercenary organizations in the Georgian
scientific space. The research reveals common and distinctive features of mercenaries and the
combination of these features in the political, military and social life of medieval Georgian,

Byzantine and Western European societies.
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