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Abstract

Research Topic: The research focus of this thesis is the models of representing the native space in
the prose works of contemporary Georgian emigrant writers. Three novels by young Georgian
authors were selected for analysis: Zaza Burchuladze's Inflatable Angel (2011), Leo Vardiashvili's

Hard By A Great Forest (2024), and Mikheil Tsikhelashvili's The Tangier Dream (2024).

Methodology: All real—whether geographical or dreamy—spaces in the selected texts were
classified according to their meaning and the characters’ attitudes toward them. Particular

attention was also paid to the characters’ operative (non-Georgian) spaces.

Theoretical Foundations: The concept of space and its literary representation was analyzed
through the theories of Foucault, Lefebvre, and Maria-Laure Ryan; the function of dreams in the

novels was examined through the lens of Sigmund Freud’s theory.

Results and Conclusion: The analysis of the selected novels revealed that the representation of
native space is not only part of the poetics of emigration but also a narrative strategy for the
formation of personal identity. In this respect, each text constitutes a unique literary space that
merges personal and collective memory, individual/collective trauma, and a sense of national
identity. In this context, the experience of emigration grants the native space new symbolic
weight, turning it alternately into a means of self-rediscovery in a foreign environment, a

mechanism for working through old traumas, or an object of remembrance and forgetting.

Research Significance: There is a lack of scholarly data on the works of contemporary Georgian
emigrant authors and the models of native space representation in their texts. Accordingly, this

thesis will support future research dedicated to modern Georgian emigrant literature.

Keywords: space, emigrant/emigration, homeland/Georgia, identity, dream.
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