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Abstract

Research Topic: The MA thesis “Models of Space in Modernist and Postmodernist Variations
of Georgian Hagiographic Texts” analyzes literary works inspired by two key examples of
medieval Georgian literature. The study is based on the examination of five texts: ,,The
Martyrdom of Saint Shushanik® by Jacob Tsurtaveli (475), ,,The Passion of the Holy and Blessed
Martyr of Christ Abo“ by loane Sabanisdze (8th century), ,The Life of Saint Grigol Khandzteli®
by Giorgi Merchule (951), ,,The Love of the Martyr® by Vasil Barnovi (1918), ,,The Martyrdom
and Struggle of Abo and Ioane® by Nodar Tsuleiskiri (1988), and ,, The Love of the Martyrs“ by
Dato Barbakadze (1994). The analytical framework of the thesis centers on models of

represented space.

Methodology: The study identifies both geographical and mental spaces within the selected
texts, examines their characteristics, and compares them using the method of narrative
diagramming. Findings: In the modernist and postmodernist versions of the hagiographic texts,
space is no longer perceived as a traditional element of the genre—imbued with symbolic and

theological meaning and function—but instead as radically deconstructed.

Keywords: Georgian hagiography, modernism, postmodernism, , 7he Martyrdom of Saint
Shushanik®, ,, The Passion of Abo*, ,, The Life of Grigol Khandzteli*, ,, The Love of the Martyr,

» The Martyrdom and Struggle of Abo and Ioane*, ,, The Love of the Martyrs".
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