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Abstract

This paper aims to develop a new model of habitual action-prompting states, i.e., a belief-desire
pairs, drawing on the ancient Stoic theory of habits. I take (i) a propositional version of content
conceptualism as a starting point to show that desire-belief pairs have their contents
determined by fregean contents of the corresponding perceptual states. I also argue for (ii) a
version of cognitive penetration to show that beliefs and desires exert a direct, internal and
mental influence on the contents of experiences in a way where belief-desire pairs are
informational resources for perceptual states. As well as that the content of the pair is
semantically coherent with the content of the latter. Furthermore, I defend (iii) a version of
propositionalism, which retains the structural isomorphism between perceptual and belief-
desire contents. The result is a feedback loop theory that stays faithful to the core tenets of the
Stoic theory in light of the contemporary debates. My main focus will be to show that that this
model better explains our habitual belief-desire pairs, how they are formed and how they

could be affected than accounts which do not subscribe to the aforementioned three theses.
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