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Annotation 

This thesis explores the dual nature of the legal system in medieval Georgia, focusing on 

the coexistence between codified law and customary law. The primary aim of the research is 

to analyze the role and function of traditional norms (adat) in regulating social relations, 

legitimizing political authority, and maintaining social order. Based on both literary sources 

and empirical data, the study reveals how customary law operated in various domains such as 

marriage, inheritance, conflict resolution, and gender roles, while also examining its regional 

variations. 

The theoretical framework is grounded in the concept of legal pluralism, which posits 

that multiple legal systems can function simultaneously within the same society. Using this 

lens, the Georgian historical experience is analyzed as a model of legal coexistence. 

Quantitative survey data demonstrate that a significant portion of the contemporary Georgian 

population still perceives customary law as a form of cultural heritage and believes its 

principles could be effectively integrated into informal legal practices such as mediation. 

Statistical tools, including the chi-square test, Spearman’s correlation, linear and logistic 

regression, and ANOVA, confirmed significant correlations between respondents’ social 

characteristics and their attitudes toward customary law. 

The thesis emphasizes that customary law in Georgia holds not only historical value but 

also contemporary social relevance. As such, it provides a multidimensional and contextually 

significant contribution to the fields of legal studies, sociology, and cultural anthropology. 

Keywords: adat, customary law, legal history, legal pluralism, gender, honor, social 

morality, mediation.  

 

 

 

 


